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‘A Sermon, By Job Cushman, Pastor of the Church in 
Prescott, Mass. 


Mattnew v. 18. Verily I say unto you, till Heaven and earth pass, 
one jot, or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled. 


Wiruin a short period, after the departure of the children of Is- 
rael from Egypt, God gave them the ten commandments, or moral 
law, by the hand of Moses, under circumstances of great and pecu- 
liar solemnity. These circumstances, inexpressibly solemn and aw- 
ful as they were, harmonized most affectingly with the nature of 
the law delivered on Sinai. The lightning and the thunder, the fireand 
the smoke, the blackness and the darkness, with the sound of the trum- 
pet and the voice of God answering Moses on the mount, was a 
scene, which corresponded, most strikingly, with the requirements, 
sanctions and penalty of the Jaw then given the Hebrews. In the 
New Testament allusion is often made to the moral or the law giv- 
en by Moses at Sinai. The Lord Jesus Christ alluded to this law, 
when in reply to the question, “‘ Which is the great commandment 
in the law?” he answered, ‘“ ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the first and great commandment ; and the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” It is also in reference to 
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the moral law that he says, “ Think not that I am come to destroy 
the law or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill,” 
affirming with great solemnity of the same, “ Verily | say unto you; 
till Heaven and earth pass, one jotor oue tittle shall in vo wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” ‘These words of Christ present 
the law of God as contained in the ten commandments, given by 
Moses, at Sinai, as a subject for consideration. 

1. The law of God has its foundation ip the very mature and re- 
Jation of things. There were particular laws or precepts given to 
particular persons, as to Adam, Noah and Abraham, and the cere- 
monial law given the nation of Israel. These laws and precepts 
differ materially in their nature from the moral law delivered on 
mount Sinai inasmuch as the former were founded in the mere wild 
of God, but the latter in the very nature and constitution of things. 
In respect to the particular precepts given some of the pa- 
triarchs and the ceremonial law given the children of Israel, God 
could do as he pleased; he might, or he might not enjoin their ob- 
servance. But not so with the moral, or the law delivered at Sinai. 
This being founded in the reason and nature of things, depends not on 
the will of God, whether men should make it the rule of duty. The 
moral, or the law contained in the ten commandments, as the stand- 
ard of right and wrong, has its foundation in the nature and con- 
stitution of things. ‘There is a fitness in the requirements of God’s 
law, which binds all creatures, independently of all other circum- 
stances, to lave him with their whole heart and their fellow-men as 
themselves. 

2. All the properties of perfection unite in the law of God. The 
Taw of Jehovah is a transcript of his moral character. In respectto 
him it is written, “ A God of truth and withaut iniquity ; just and 
right is he.” Now this is also true of the divine law. ‘Fhe prop- 
perties of God’s law like his moral attributes are holy. The moral 
law, being founded in the nature and relation of things, is righteous. 
All its precepts are in accordance with the eternal and immutable 
principles of truth and righteousness. The psalmist says, ‘‘ there- 
fore I esteem all thy precepts, concerning all things, to be right.” 
In reference to the law of God Moses says, “and what nation is 
there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all 
this law.” The law of Jehovah, having its foundation, as it has, in 
the fitness and constitution of things unites, and combines all pos-= 
sible excellences. As God is perfect in holiness, in goodness and 
in justice, as every attribute of value meets in his character; so the 
law is perfect in holiness, m goodness and in justice. In it all the 
properties of perfection unite and combine. “ Wherefore, says the 
apostle, the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just and 
good.”” The psalmist says, ‘‘ The law of the Lord is perfect con- 
verting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple. ‘The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.” 

3. The law of God is spiritual in its nature, and extensive in its 
requisitions. ‘The ceremonial law is carnal in its rites, and respects 
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externals merely. But the moral law is spiritual in its nature, and 
respects primarily the heart of moral beings: The apostle says, 
“‘For we know that the law ts spiritual.” ‘The law of God requires 
truth im the inward parts, and in its extent reaches to and takes 
coguizance of every desire and affection of the soul. ‘The extent 
and spirituality of the moral law is taught when Christ affirms that 
an uachaste desire is a violation of the seventh commandment. The 
law of God, in the spirituality of its nature and extent of its requi- 
sitions, condemns every selfish, unholy affection, as well as all ex- 
ternal forms of wickedness ; it demands parity of heart, as well as 
holiness of life, and is fulfilled, only by the exercise of love to God 
and love to man, with correspondent external actions. In reference 
to the law the psalmist says, “‘ But thy commandment is exceediag 
broad.” This, unlike the ceremonial law, respects the heart and de- 
mands from us obedience both internal and external, without inter- 
mission from the day of our birth to the day of our death. 

4. The law of God is immutable in its nature and binds all men, 
in all ages, to obey its requisitions. ‘The particular precepts, which 
were given to some of the patriarchs were temporary in their nat- 
ure. ‘This wasalso true of the ritual law of Israel. ‘These laws or pre- 
cepts were*designed for particular persons, or particular people and 
adapted to their particular circumstances, and therefore might be 
changed or abolished as God should please. But the moral law, be- 
ing founded ia the relation and nature of things, and combining as 
it does, all the properties of perfection, is umchangable in its nat- 
are. The law of God is as immutable as his character, of which it 
is a transcript. No change of circumstances will ever produce a 
change in the law of the ten commandments or lead to its abolition. 
Christ says, ‘‘ Verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfill- 
ed.’ By the law of God all creatures, in all ages, while time lasts, 
will be bound, as by a three fold cord to constant and universal 
obedience. Other laws and precepts may be changed or abrogated, 
as circumstances alter, or as God please, but the moral Jaw, as the 
immutable standard of right and wroug, is of universal and perpet- 
ual obligation. The universe may be dissolved and pass away for- 
ever, but this law, which requires creatures to love God with su- 
preme affection of heart and their neighbor as themselves, being 
founded in the nature of things, with all its spirituality and exten- 
siveness will remain; it will stand in its awful purity and unyield- 
ing justice throughout the ages of a wasteless eternity. 

5, The law of God has a penalty, whieh is eternal death. With- 
out the penal the preceptive part of a law is of no force. God has 
therefore wisely anexed te his law a penalty correspondent with its 
excellent gature and in the highest degree, expressive of the guilt 
oftragsgresson. The moral law requires and demands obedience, 
without intermission from the first moment of our existence, as mor- 
ai agents, upon the penalty of endless punishment. Its language 
- is, “‘ The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” and in perfect accordance 
with this it is written, ‘‘ The wages of sin is death,” which declara- 
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tions are confirmed by the assertion of the apostle, ‘ Cursed is ev- 
ery one that continueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them.” Everlasting death, or the wrath of 
God on earth, and punishment without mitigation and without end 
in eternity, is the just penality, which he has annexed to his right- 
eous law. This is but an adequate punishment for sin and only 
expresses the holy hatred, which God feels toward it. By such a 
penalty as this, or by annexing to hislaw the threatening of death, 
death without end, and without mercy, could God manifest to the 
universe the infinite malignity of sin, and maintain his authority 
over the subjects of his moral government. The penalty of the law 
does especially accord with the circumstances of awful solemnity 
under which it was given. But the penalty of the law, delivered 
amid the scenes of Sinai, however tremendous in its bearing upon 
transgressors, is good and righteous. The law of God is as just in 
penalty as it is holy in procept. 

6. The law of God is reasonable. The moral law is founded in 
the nature of things, all its requirements are agreeable to the dictates 
of conscience, such as men can obey and by obeying promote their 
highest happiness on earth and in the world to come. The pre- 
cepts of the divine law unite in and are obeyed in the €xercises of 
holy love; love to God and love to man is the fulfilling of the mor- 
al law. How reasonable are all the precepts of the divine law ;— 
they demand supreme love to God and disinterested love to man 
and in the exercise of this love there is unspeakable joy. It is 
written, “ The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous alto- 
gether: more to be desired are they than gold, yea than much fine 
gold; sweeter also than honey and the honey-comb: moreover by 
them is thy servant warned, and in keeping of them there is gréat 
reward.” It is also written, ‘‘ and his commandments are not griev- 
ous.” The penalty of God’s law is also reasonable; it is only an 
adequate punishment for sin and a true expression of divine dis- 
pleasure “‘ against the unrighteousness and ungodliness of men.’? 
The law of God is reasonable; all its requirements, prohibitions 
and sanctions harmonize with conscience and reason enlightened 
from heaven. The law of God as contained in the ten command- 
ments, is reasonable in its precepts and in its penalty.; 


IMPROVEMENT, 


1. From what has been said we learn the importance of a true 
knowledge of the law of God. This law, in all its parts is “ holy 
just and good.” It has its foundation in the relation and fitness of 
things ; unites in itself all the properties and excellencies of perfec- 
tion; is spiritual in its nature and extends to the motives and affec- 
tions of the soul, and binds all men in all ages to obedience, with- 
out intermission, upon the penalty of eternal death. The law of 
God, in its wide extent, high demands and tremendoys sanctions, 
deeply affects the condition of men in this world and in the world 
tocome. Jt is therefore of vast importance that we have a trye 
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knowledge of its nature, requirements and threatnings. Errors in 
respect to the law of God are of great magnitude, as they lead di- 
rectly to errors upon other moral and religious subjects. Do per- 
sons err in respect to the law? are they ignorant of its holy, spirit- 
ual nature, the immutibility, universality and perpetuity of its obli- 
gations, or of the eternity and awfulness of its penalty? They will 
err respecting the character of God, the nature and demerit of sin, 
the depravity of their heart and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ignorance, error and darkness concerning the law of God will 
throw a flood of ignornnce, error and darkness upon all the doc- 
trines of the gospel. Without a true, thorough knowledge of the di- 
vine law, persons cannot understand the doctrine of atonement by 
the sufferings and death of Christ; indeed without this they cannot 
understand a single doctrine or duty of christianity. Unless persons 
have a true knowledge of the law of God they will not be convict- 
ed and converted. It is written, “ For by the law is the knowl- 
edge of sin.” The knowledge of the law is essential to the exer- 
cise of repentance and faith and consequently to salvation. ‘‘Where- 
fore says the apostle, the law was our school-master to bring us un- 
to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” 

2. From what has been said we learn, that by the law of God 
men cannot be justtified and saved. All men, having sinned, there 
is a moral impossiblity that they should be justified and saved 
by the law. The law of God, being immutable in its precepts, ob- 
ligations and sanctions, knows and can show no mercy; it demands 
perfect obedience, ‘‘ and denounces condemnation upon the least 
violation.” Its language is, ‘The soul that sinneth it shall die.’ 
The law is immutably good, and the holiness of its precepts and 
the justice of its penalty forever precludes the possibility of the jus- 
tification of sinful creatures by its deeds. The law of God, with- 
out execption, condemns sinners; its curse is upon them. It is 
written, ‘‘Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them.” Sinners 
cannot, by any thing they can do, atone for violating the law of God, 
neither can they cancel the guilt of their disobedience, but their sin 
and criminality will forever remain and render them deserving his 
infinite and eternal wrath. No circumstance whatever can tran- 
spire, which will obliterate the guilt of transgressors and render 
them personally innocent. From the law of God, men, sinful, guil- 
ty creatures as they, can have nothing to hope for, but present condem- 
nation and future and endless torment. This being the relation 
which men stand to the divine law, there is a moral impossibility 
that they should be justified and saved by it. It is written, “ Now 
we know that what things-soever the law saith, it saith to them who 
are under the law; that every mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God ;” it is added, *‘ Therefore by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight.” 

3. From what has been said we learn that men «re exceedingly 
criminal and totally inexcusable when they disobey the law of God. 
This Jaw, being founded in the relation of thing-, all its require- 
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ments are reasonable. The moral Jaw unites and combines all the 
properties of perfection ; it is excellent in its demands, prohibitions, 
obligations and sanctions. The law of God, as a rule of duty, is 
perfect, and men are under the highest obligations to obey its re- 
quirements. They should exercise supreme love to God and dis- 
interested love to each other, which is the fulfilling of the law. The 
duty of men to obey the divine requirements is predicated upon their 
ability to obey them. They are free moral agents and are able to 
exercise that love which is the fulfilling of the law. When, there- 
fore, men disobey the law of God, they always do this. When they 
love themselves supremely, they are exceedingly criminal and have 
“no cloke for their sin.” Every exercise of selfishness is a trans- 
gression of the great and geod law of love and renders the subject 
of it guilty before God. Noreasonable excuse can be offered, which 
will extenuate the guilt of disobedience. Men can obey the law of 
God and all their disobedience is voluntary, criminal and inexcusa- 
ble. This, they will sooner or later see and be constrained to ac- 
knowledge. 

4. From what has been said we learn that men must love and ap- 

rove of the law of God in order to receive the gospel of Christ.— 
Men, sinners as they are, are opposed to the divine law; they are 
displeased with its spirituality and hate its precepts and penalty. 
All the feelings of their selfish, depraved hearts are at variance with 
its requirements, prohibitions and sanctions. The penalty of God’s 
law is especially hateful in the eyes ofsinners. ‘They must, however, 
feel differently towards the law before they will love and submit to 
the gospel. There is a perfect harmony existing between the law 
of God and the gospel, they both require holiness, and obedience is 
rendered by the exercise of love, and they both agree in denouncing 
endless, punishment against sinners. ‘lhe law must therefore be 
Joved and approved, as “ holy in precept and just in penalty,” before 
obedience is rendered the gospel, and all true believers have loved 
_and approved the law of God ; they have taken sides with it against 
themselves and cordially yielded themselves to the sentence, which 
it passes upon them. ‘They delight in its prohibitions, obligations 
and sanctions, and while sinking, in their own apprehension, under 
its tremendous penalty, are ready to exclaim, “ O how love I thy 
law!” Such feelings as these in respect to the law of God prepares 
persons to receive the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Under a 
deep conviction of the depravity of their heart, the magnitude and 
malignity of their sin, and their desert of everlasting punishment, 
they turn their eyes from the justice of the law to the mercy and 
richness of the gospel, and, in the“exercise of repentance and faith, re- 
ceive Christ as their Savior. 

Finally, the subject may be applied to sinners. The Law of 
God is excellent in its nature and has bound you from the first 
moment of your moral existence, to yield yourselves in heart 
and action, internally and externally, to its requirements, upon 
the penalty of eternal death. But, alas, you have violated this 
law; you have neither loved God supremely nor your neighbor 
as yourselves. Supreme selfishness has characterized all your 
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movements both internally and externally. You are therefore un- 
der condemnation. The law which you have broken, dooms you 
to the pains of hell forever ; immutable as it is, in its precepts and 
penalty, no mercy can be shown transgressors. But, “ what the law 
could not do,” the gospel accomplishes. Pardon and salvation are 
offered, through Christ, to all who repent and believe. Be persuad- 
ed therefore my impenitent hearers to approve the law, love its pre- 
cepts and its penalty. Cordially acquiesce in the sentence of con- 
demuation which it passes upon you. Thus will you be prepared to 
see the richness, the grace and the glory of the gospel, and to ap- 
preciate the plan of salvation by the sufferings and death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. ‘Turn now from your sins unto God in the ex- 
ercise of repentance and faith and you will find present pardon and 
future salvation. 


POPULARITY—A DIALOGUE. 
Scene—A Lawyer's Office. 


Enter a Presbyterian. 


Lawyer.—Good morning, Mr. P. Takea seat, Sir. I attended 
your meeting, yesterday, and was highly gratified with your new 
preacher. | admire the warm and powerful style your clergymen are 
of late adopting. It is certainly well calculated to awaken the 
thoughtless. If you settle Mr. M. in your society, you may consid- 
er me asa subscriber. It is true I am not attached to any order of 
christians, but I believe the great bulwark of our national liberties 
must be the diffusion of knowledge; and I have always observed 
your people to be foremost in patronising and sustaining our semi- 
naries and institutions of learning. By the bye, this reminds me 
that our election is at hand—I hope Mr. P., we have the pleasure of 
numbering you among our friends, in the approaching contest. 

Presbyterian—l1 will think of it, Sir. 

[Exit.] 


Enter Baptist. 

Lawyer.—Good morning, Mr. B. I am glad you have called. 
Well, I went down to the river, yesterday noon, to witness the im- 
mersion ; and I must say that it is a beautifnl ordinance ; and it 
seems to me, that your mode of administering it is the most simple 
and primitive. To see a little group stand upon the banks of the 
flowing stream—unite their voices in that beautiful hymn, ‘O, how 
blest are they,’—while the candidate goes down into the water, and 
comes out of the water, brings forcibly to one’s mind the scenes of 
Jordan and Judea. Besides your clergyman, Elder K. is a very in- 
teresting man. Your church government I have always admired— 
it is so republican. It was Elder L., of your order, I believe, who 
carried the great Cheshire cheese to Jefferson. He has been a 
faithful old patriot. Ah, this puts me in mind that the Jeffersonian 
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principles are again to be contested this fall, and I hope we shall 
find you, Mr. B., as firm a patriot as Elder L. has been. 

Enter Episcopalian. 

Lawyer.—Y our most obedient servant, Mr. E.—happy to see you, 
Sir. Well, I was in New York, last week, and I walked four miles 
in the morning, to hear Bishop H. He isa truly polished and elo- 
quent man; and there is something in your mode of worship su sys- 
tematic—and so much in accordance with decency and order, and 
so much the opposite of that wild, ranting kind of worship, that I 
have fallen in love with it. You see here, I have purchased me a 
Common Prayer Book. The organ and choir in Bishop H.’s church 
are superior to any I have ever heard. I called on the Bishop the 
next morning, and obtained an introduction to him. He dves not, 
of course, take any open part in politics, yet he gave me to under« 
stand, in the course of our Conversation, that his feelings were on 
the right side. 

[ Exit.] 

Enter Methodist. 

Lawyer.—How do you do, brother M. I call you brother, be- 
cause my parents were Methodists, and when I was a child, the 
preachers used to visit our house, and I used to call them all ‘ broth- 
er,’ from hearing my tather and mother call them so. It is singu- 
lar how strong the impressions of childoood are. ‘Though J do not 
profess riligion, yet I always feel more at home in a Methodist meet- 
ing, than in any other. And yet I do not know whether this arises 
so much from the force of my early impressions, as from that sim- 
plicity peculiar to your worship, and which is so congenial with my 
taste. I was riding through G., the other day, and as I came op- 
posite a piece of woods I heard the sound of singing. 1 immediate- 
discovered there was a camp meeting in the vicinity, and notwith- 
standing my business was very urgent, I could not resist my incli- 
nation to attend. So I tied my beast to a tree, and after walking a 
mile I came tothe camp-ground. The first object that met my eye was 
the presiding Elder, Brother G., appealing in a most evangelical 
manner to the people, who were seated beneath the shading branch- 
es of of the surrounding forest. Elow forcibly it brought to my mind 
the mount of Olives. Iam considerably acquainted with Mr. G., 
and though he takes no part in the political contest of the day, yet 
in feelings he and I have always coincided. 

[Exit.] 

Enter Universalist. 

Lawyer.—How d’do, Esq. Well, I attended your meeting in 
the school-house the other evening, and was well edified with the 
sermon. Your preachers, whether right or wrong, arecertainly men 
of talent. Mr. S. used most splendid imagery in his sermon, and 
his arguments, admitting the premises, were certainly irresistable. 
I should have been pleased to have invited him home with me, but 
my wife was rather out of health that evening. 1 cannot see, for 
my part, why people should be so prejudiced against your senti« 
ments. They are certainly very much misrepresented.—There is 
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one thing people say about your doctrine, however, which is true ; 
and that is that ‘ it is extremely captivating :’ and as for its influ- 
ence, I can say that many of our best citizens are Universalists.--- 
Let me see, I believe, Esq., that you have always been a warm pol- 
itician and on the right side. Well, the approaching contest re- 
quires our unanimous exertions. 


[ Exit.] 
Enter Quaker. 


Lawyer.—Well, Thomas, how is thy health. I am glad thee has 
taken the trouble to call. 

Quaker.—I do not trouble gentlemen of thy profession very often ; 
but I have called this afternoen to pay over some money to thee.— 
As we friends do not believe in training men in the art of killing 
folks systematically, they oblige us to pay for the enjoyment of our 
principles; and I understand thee is the—I forget what military 
people call it--the man who receives the commutation money. 

Lawyer.—Yes, and I wish I could get off as cheap as you do; 
whereas it costs me ten times the sum, besides eight or tem days 
drilling every year. But what renders the task more unpleasant, is 
the reflection that always arises when I see the banner flying, and 
hear the drums beating around me, that the object of all this prepar- 
ation is to train us in the art of destroying each other. And then I 
always think of the peaceable settlement of Pennsylvania, by Penn. 
My grandfather was a Quaker and I have always admired their 
ge ag of dress, simplicity of language, and pacific sentiments. 

n short, Thomas, I have often thought that if we were all Quakers, 
society would resemble the state of our first parents in Eden. 

Quaker.—We shall never be all Quakers, so long as so many of 
us are hypocrites, and so long as hypocrites have so much influence. 
If thy grandfather was a quaker, [ am sorry thee has so degenerated 
from thy ancestors. The scruples thee professes about military du- 
ty, condemn thee; for thee must be strongly celuded by the devil 
to violate thy conscience at so great expense. Thee speaks our 
language very flippantly and admires our dress. ‘Thy ordinary di- 
alect, and thy fashionable blue coat, figured vest, and gaudy watch 
establishment, are incontestible proofs of thy sincerity. ‘Thee eu- 
logizes Penn—I have heard thee eulogize Napoleon as highly. I 
have observed the duplicity thee uses for popularity. Thee reads 
asermon for the Presbyterians in the morning, when they have no 
preaching. Thee goes in the afternoon and leads singing for the 
Churchmen. In the evening thee goes to the Universalist meeting. 
Thee admires the immersion of the Baptist, the camp meetings of 
the Methodist, and the plain dress and language of the Friends.— 
I will tell thee, friend, thee strongly reminds me of my brown horse. 
I once employed an honest Irishman to labor for me. I sent Pat- 
rick out in the morning to catch my brown horse. Now the brown 
horse ran in a pasture, in the middle of which was a large square 
pond. Patrick was gone a long time, and at length returned with 
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the beast, after having chased him several times round the pond. 
‘ Well, Patrick,’ said I, ‘on which side of the pond did thee find 
the horse? ‘Troth,’ said Patrick, ‘and I found him on all sides.’ 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
Mr. Tuacner: 


Sir,—I have read your periodical, ever since its publication was 
commenced, with much pleasure, and I think to some profit. I 
have been much pleased with the apparent piety, (to say nothing of 
the Editor,) good sense and sound judgment of most of the writers ; 
which induces me to ask for light upon the following, apparently 
plain, but, I think, somewhat difficult question, viz : 

Is it the duty of a Church to admit all applicants for whom they 
exercise Christian charity, or in other words, all who give good evi- 
dence of piety? I do not mean certain evidence, but prepondera#- 
ing evidence. 

If you, or some of your correspondents will set this matter in a 
plain, practical Jight, it will confer a favor on a LAYMAN. 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
THE PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 


Gop is infinitely the greatest of all beings. We cast our eyes on 
those parts of his works which come within our view, and find them 
too vast for our comprehension. The world, which we inhabit, is a 
stupendous object, and seems nearly sufficient for the grasp of our 
minds ; but a vast number of equal or greater worlds are spread 
through immensity and presented to our view in the stars which 
glitter in the firmament. How great then must he be who created, 
presides over, and governs the whole. Between him and the highest 
arch angel in heaven there must be a far greater chasm, than be- 
tween such an angel and the smallest insect which crawls upon the 
earth. And will a Being thus exaltted condescend to regard this 
world with feelings of kindness? Will he listen to the petitions, 
and promote the welfare of men, the transgressors of his laws and 
the objects of his just displeasure? Were we left to the mere light 
of nature, we might feel constrained to answer this interesting ques- 
tion in the negative. But, Revelation has blessed us with a differ- 
ent answer. In that we are taught, that this world, though in a 
guilty state, is not beyond the limits of the divine care; that God, 
though so highly exalted above us, is on a throne of grace, which 
we are permitted to approach. It is declared by an apostle, that the 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. The 
meaning of the original word, which is here rendered effectual and 
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fervent, might have been as well or better conveyed by the term 
energetic. It denotes a peculiar engagedness of the soul. The 
word fervency may sufficiently convey the idea. By the righteous 
man we are doubtless to understand the man of piety; and when it 
is said that his prayer availeth much, we are clearly taught that God 
bestows blessings in answer to his prayer. In treating upon this 
subject, therefore, I am naturally led to show, That the fervent pray- 
ers of pious people are efficacious in procuring favors for which they 
are offered. 

lt is not meant that every particular favor which pious people ask 
of God is bestowed. Owing to their limited views, they may 
earnestly desire and fervently pray for an object which if granted 
would be injurious to themselves or others. A Father may thus 
pray for the recovery of a child who 1s sick, while God, who views 
things in all their connections and dependencies, sees it to be best 
that the child should be removed from the world. It is, indeed, 
with submission to the divine will, that every pious prayer is offered. 
When our Savior prayed, “ If it be possible let this cup pass from 
me,’ he subjoined, “‘ nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 
When we speak of the fervent prayers of pious people as efficacious 
in procuring favors for which they are offered, we mean no more 
than this, that in answer to their praycrs, God bestows many favors 
upoa themselves and others. 

God is infinitely good. Goodness is the glory of his character. 
It is this which throws the brightest luster over all his other perfec- 
tions, and renders him the most amiable being in the universe. His 
works of creation and providence, present us with numerous ex- 
pressions of this attribute. He has formed myriads of intelligent 
and sensitive creatures, which he has rendered susceptible of various 
degrees and kinds of enjoyment; and placed them in a world in 
which ample provision is made to supply their wants, and to pro- 
mote their happiness. He always exercises over them a most be- 
neyolent providence. The eyes of all wait upon him and he gives 
them their meat in due season. No attribute of his character is more 
frequently mentioned and celebrated in his word, than his goodness. 
When Moses requested to see his glory, he replied, “I will make 
all my goodness pass before thee ;” and in accordance with this 
declaration, he afterward proclaimed himself, “the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth; keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity trans- 
gression and sin.”’ The Psalmist says, “he is good to al] and his 
tender mercy is over all his works.” Now, if God is so good, is it 
not reasonable to believe, that he will answer the prayers of pious 
people? We should apply with a degree of confidence to a good 
man for a favor, a favor which he could easily impart ; but the good- 
ness of God js greater than that of all created beings united, and he 
‘is able to do for us above all that we are able to ask or think.” 
With such a being, surely, “ the effectual fervent prayer of a righte- 
ous man will avail much.’’ But, the best men are involved in sin 
and guilt; and even they hope that God will answer their prayers, 
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merely because he is good, when in perfect consistency with his 
goodness, he might punish them? ‘This would indeed present an 
insuperable difficulty were it not for the atonement. But through 
the atonement which the Savior made by his sufferings and death 
on the cross, the mercy of God may be manifested in bestowing the 
richest blessings upon those who deserve his displeasure. 

What God has done to render it consistent to manifest his mercy 
to the guilty, affords evidence, that he will answer the prayers of 
his people. In this he has given a striking expression of his love, 
and of his willingness to bestow favors upon men. ‘ Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.” ‘The Apostle Paul seemed to regard 
this as a kind of pledge, that other needed blessings when properly 
sought would not be withholden. His language is, ‘* He that spared 
not his own son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things.” When, therefore, God has 
done so much for mankind notwithstanding their ill desert;—when 
he has given his well beloved son to die on the cross toopen a way 
for the bestowment of favors upon them, we may well believe that 
he will answer the prayers of his humble worshippers in bestowing 
blessings both on themselves and others. 

The consideration that prayer is enjoined in the word of God as 
a duty, proves that the fervent prayers of pious people must be effi- 
cacious in procuring the favors for which they are offered. No du- 
ty is more plainly inculcated than this. Our Savior delivered a 
parable, the express design of which was to show that men ought 
always to pray and not to taint. He accompanied his precepts in 
this, as in other respects, by his own example, and gave his disci- 
ples a form of prayer. Many directions like the following are found 
in the holy scriptures. ‘‘ Pour out your heart before God.” “TI 
will that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and doubting.” ‘‘ By prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your request be made known to God.” ‘ Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem.”” ‘‘Pray one for another.” “ I exhort, that supplications, 
prayers, and intercessions, and giving thanks be made for all men.” 
These, like all the other requisitions of the Holy Scriptures, are 
reasonable and proper. But their reasonableness and propriety rest 
wholly on the principle, that prayer has an influence in procuring 
the favors for which it is offered. Were it otherwise the duty nev- 
er would have been enjoined. It cannot be supposed that God 
would have required us to pray without a willingness to answer our 
prayer, whenever we pray for proper objects with a suitable temper. 

That the prayers of pious people are efficacious in procuring 
the blessings for which they are offered, we learn from many ex- 
plicit declarations of scripture. ‘The eyes of the Lord are upon 
the righteous and his ears are open to their cry.’” ‘‘ The righteous 
cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of ell their troub- 
les.” ‘“‘ He is good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy 
to all that call upon him.” ‘“ Thus saith the Lord, Call upon me, 
and I will answer thee.” ‘‘ Before they call I will answer; while 
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they are yet speaking, I will Lear.” ‘* The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man avaiieth much.’’ Many passages of the same 
import might be adduced; but these are sufficient. Their mean- 
ing is obvious. ‘They plainly teach us the efficacy of prayer when 
it is offered with pious feelings. 

Many examples are recorded of the efficacy of prayer. When 
the Israelites rebelled against God in making a molten calf as an 
object of idolatry, he was displeased with them and about to destroy 
them. But in answer to tie intercessions of Moses, they were pre- 
served. In answer to the prayer of Joshua, nature was checked in 
her course, and the sun and moon stood still. ‘The prayers of Job, 
David and Samuel were repeaicdly answered, by the very favors 
which they requested. Elijah “ prayed earnestly that it might not 
rain, and it rained not for the space of three years and six months. 
And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit.” Wher the Apostle Peter was imprisioned, 
his brethren prayed for him, and in answer to their prayers, God 
miracuously set him at liberty. ‘These instances in which the pray- 
ers of the ancient saints were answered, were probably designed, 
among other purposes, to impress on the minds of men the efficacy 
of prayer in all ages of the world. And in view of these examples, 
and the other considerations which have been mentioned, there can 
be no doubt but that the fervent prayers of pious people are effica- 
cious in procuring numerous favors for which they are offered. 

Some objections, however, may be made to this sentiment, which 
it may not be uninteresting briefly to consider. 

It may be’ said, that God perfectly knows our wants, and that if 
he is infinitely good, he is ready to supply them without our peti- 
tions; if he is not, our petitions can have no influence upon him. 
That God is infinitely good, and that he knows our wants, is un- 
questionable. But it is in itself right and proper that we should 
pray to him; and he has made this a condition, on which he will 
manifest his Goodness in granting us many blessings which we need. 
He does indeed bestow many favors on those who never pray. But 
a large portion of these may be in answer to the prayers of pious 
persons: and were all who are the objects of his bounty, to offer 
to him devout and fervent prayers, the blessings they enjoy would be 
heightened in value, and others perhaps of far greater importance, 
would be bestowed upon them. ‘To see the futility of the objection 
we are considering, let us apply it to a different case. It is neces- 
sary that the farmer cultivate his land, in order to procure the 
means of supporting himself and family. But he says, ‘the wants 
of my family are perfectly known to God; and if he is infinitely 
good, he will supply them without my labor; if he is unwilling to 
supply them, my labor can avail nothing.’ We see at once, that 
none but a madman would make such an objection. But the ob- 
jection is just as reasonable in this case, as it is whi n made against 
the duty of prayer. God has connected labor with any blessings, 
which he bestows upon men; with equal propriety !:e has conneet- 
ed prayer with many similar and greater favors. ‘i ‘ic only differ- 








ea ee eS 


a eee ee 


302 THE PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS. July, 





ence is, that, in one case, we know the connection, in the other, 
though we may know it exists, it is less obvious. 

It may be further said, that God is unchangable ; and that the 
idea of his being influenced to answer the prayers of his creatures 
is inconsistent with this attribute of his character. But what is 
meant by God’s being unchangable? Not that he acts with such 
a kind of persevering uniformity, as never to vary his dispensations, 
in order to accommodate them to the characters and circumstances 
of men, but, tiat he is immutably holy, wise, just, good and merci- 
ful. And surely, it argues no change in any of these perfections, 
when he hears the prayers of his pious worshippers, and bestows 
blessings on them, and on others. ‘This, it is right and proper that 
he should do, as the wise and merciful Sovereign of the universe, 
His immutability implies, that he always acts right. It is one in- 
stance in which he acts right, when he bestows mercies in answer 
to prayer. ‘This involves no change of purpose. He always knew, 
that it would be the duty of men to address their humble supplica- 
tions to him; he always designed to enjoin this duty upon them, 
and he always purposed to connect this with the bestowment of 
important favors. In his government of the moral as well the nat- 
ural world, he has adopted a system of means and in the former, 
prayer holds an interesting place. And it is really no more incon- 
sistent with the divine immutability, that prayer should be efficacious 
in procuring the favors for which itis offered, than that the labors of 
the husbandman should be instrumental in procuring a plentiful 
harvest. 

It may be still further said, that, though the prayers of a pious 
man may procure blessings upon himself, is it not unreasonable to sup- 

that they should have any such efficacy in refference to others? 
answer, not in the least. ‘That they have such an efficacy is 
clearly implied, in the many precepts which require us to pray for 
others. Such precepts would be entirely unreasonable, if there 
were no prospect that our prayers would be answered. And that 
prayers for others are answered is obvious, from those passages of 
scripture, which have been already adduced. And there is noth- 
ing more unreasonable in the idea, that the prayers of a pious pa- 
rent should procure blessings for his children, than there is in the 
well known fact, that a good education will be promotive of their 
welfare. A virtuous and benevolent earthly monarch, might, with 
great propriety, bestow favors on some of his subjects at the inter- 
cession of others, who are friendly to himself and his government ; 
and God, with no less propriety, may bestow temporal and spiritual 
blessings upon mankind, at the fervent intercession of pious indir 
viduals. That he actually does this cannot be reasonably question- 
ed by a believer in Revelation; and this may be one of the ways 
in which he designs to honor virtue and piety, to express his appro- 
bation of the prayers of his people. The sentiment, therefore, 
which I have endeavored to establish appears to be not only true 
but reasonable, W. J. H. 
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QUESTIONS FOR A BIBLE CLASS. 


LESSON IEI. 


mMATTHaeEw, Ch. iii. V. 1, 2. Who was John the Baptist ? 

Is John called by any other name in the New Testament ? 

In reference to what prophecy ? 

What duty did John inculcate when he began to preach ? 

What reason did he assign, why his hearers should repent ? 

What is meant by “ the kingdom of heaven,” in this verse? 

Is “ the kingdom of heaven” ever used in any other sense ? 

What sense ? 

What doctrine lies at the foundation of the duty here inculcated 2 

What sin is the opposite of this duty ? 

Can you mention any promise to those who perform this duty ? 

Can you mention any threatening to those who neglect this duty ? 

When ought this duty to be performed ? 

V. 3. Where do you find the prophecy here referred to? 

Who is meant by ‘‘ the Lord,”’ here spoken of ? 

What was necessary in order to prepare his way? [Malachi 
iv. 5. 6. 

V. 4. De you recollect any ancient prophet mentioned in the Old 
Testament, who was clothed like John? 

Is there any duty here inculcated ? 

Is it taught by precept, or by example ? 

Do you recollect any particular events in John’s life? 

What became of him? 

V. 5,6. What was the design of John’s Baptism? [John i. 31.] 

Was John’s Baptism typical ? 

Of what was it a type ? 

Where is Jordan ? 

In what direction from Jerusalem ? 

Can you mention any remarkable event respecting Jordan, record- 
ed in the Old Testament? 

Was Jordan ever divided again, after the children of Israel passed 
over into Canaan ? 

On what occasions were the waters of Jordan again divided ? 

What does Jordan figuratively represent? 


= 


LESSON IV. 


V. 7—10. Who were the Saducees ? 

Did they deny any doctrines of the Bible ? 

In what respects did they differ from the Pharisees * 

Did John address the Pharisees and Saducees mage men, when 
they came to him? 

What did he say to them? 

What duties did he enjoin upon them ? 
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How did he require them to manifest their repentance ? 

What are fruits meet for repentance ? 

What is necessary, in the gospel sense, in order to be a child of 
Abrahany? 

Who are represented by trees that do not bring forth good fruit ? 

What, then, will become of them? 

What is meant by ‘ God's being able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham ”’ 

Is regeneration, then, the work of God ? 

Against what did John here warn the Pharisees and Saducees? 

Will a pious ancestry benefit any persons who do not repent and 
turn to God? 

V. 11. Whom docs John refer to, in this verse? 

In what manner did Christ baptize with the Holy Ghost? [Acts 
i. 5; ii. 3,4; and xi. 15, 16.] 

Were any persons ever immersed in the Holy Ghost, then, in or- 
der to be “ baptized with the Holy Ghost ?” 

Can it be necessary, then, to immerse any persons in water, in 
* order to baptize them with water ? 

Is there any intimation in the Scriptures, that any persons were 
ever immersed either in the [oly Ghost or in water, in order to be 
baptized ? 

What then, is water baptism ? 4 

Is there any evidence that John’s Baptism was Christian Baptism ? 
[Acts xix. 1—5. 

V. 12. What is meant by Christ’s floor? 

In what way will he purge it ? 

Who are meant by the wheat, and who by the chaff? 

What, then, will become of false professors of religion ? 

What is meant by unquenchable fire? 

Can you mention any other passages in the New Testament where 
this term is used? [Mark ix. 43—43.] 

Does John here preach the doctrine of Universal salvation; or 
that the righteous and the wicked will finally share alike, and both 
the chaffand the wheat be gathered into the garner ? 

What doctrine, then, does John preach ? 

V. 13—17. Why was Jesus baptized ? 

How old was Jesus when he was baptized? [Luke iii. 21—23.] 

Was he then baptized for an example to others? 

If Christ had been baptized for an example to others, must not 
others wait till they are thirty years old, before they are baptized ? 

Why was it necessary for Jesus to go to John to be baptized ? 


Ays. John was a pricst ; and Jesus was to be inducted into the priest’s 
office. Every priest, when inducted into office, was baptized. [Leviticus 
viii. 1—6, and onward.] This baptism and induction usually took place 
either at the door of the tabernacle or in the temple. But Christ, not being 
of the order and house of Aaron, would not have been suffered by the chief 
priests either to be inducted into the priest’s office, or to be baptized in the 
temple. It was necessary, therefore, for him to go unto John, who was raised 
up for that express purpose.—* But that he might be made manifest to Isra- 
el, therefore am I come baptizing with water.’ Johan 1. 31, 
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Was there any thing miraculous attending the baptism of Christ? 
To what did this miracle bear witness? 


Note. By the Spirit of God’s descending like a dove, we are not to un- 
derstand, that he assumed the shape of a dove ; but that there was some vis- 
ible or simbolic representation,—as the cloud upon the tabernacle, for in- 
stance,—the desent of which was like the desent of adove. The pictorial 
representations in some of our large Bibles, setting forth the shape of a dove, 
to give an idea of the Holy Spirit, was undoubtedly devised by Papists, and 
is calculated not only to mislead the mind, but infinitely to lower the dignity 
of the third Person in the Godhead. Of God, we are forbidden to form any 
similitude, even in thought; and those who attempt any similitude, of either 
Person in the ever adorable Trinity, are guilty of idolatry. ‘“ To whom then, 
will ye liken God?’’ ‘‘ When God spake unto you out of the midst of the 
fire, ye saw no similitude.’”’-—‘“‘ Take good head, lest ye corrupt yourselves.” 
Is. xl. 18. Deut. iv. 12, 15, 16,17, 18. [(7Look out these passages and 
read them, 


LESSON V. 


Marrnew iv. 1. Where was Jesus led by the Spirit? 
What is a wilderness ? 
Has the word spirit always the same meaning in the Scriptures? 
What meanings may be attached to the term spirit? 
What is its meaning here? 
By what Spirit was Jesus led into the wilderness ? 
Why do you think so? 
What is to be understood by his being led ? 
For what purpose did the Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness? 
Has the word tempt, more than one meaning in the Scriptures ? 
What different meaning may be attached to it? 
In what sense is it used here ? 
What is the meaning of the word devil? 
Who is the devil ? 
Was he always a devil ? 
Are there any more beings of like character ? 
What were they before they became devils? 
Can you mention any passage of Scripture where their former 
and present character are described ? 
What will finally become of them ? 
Can you mention any passage which teaches this? 
What doctrine is taught in this. verse ? and how is it taught? 
Do you reccollect any other passage which teaches the same 
doctrine ? s 
What duties grow out of that doctrine? 
n whom are those duties binding ? 
P why advantages have resulted from Christ's being tempted of the 
‘ devil? 
~ ‘¥.2. Can you mention any other individuals, recorded in the 
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Bible, who fasted for such length of time ? 

What is meant by fasting ? 

Can you give any good reason for Christ’s fasting so long ? 

V. 3. How did the devil begin his temptation ? 

Why did the devil think to tempt Christin this way ? 

V. 4. How did Christ answer him? 

What is meant by the terms, “ it is written?” 

Where do you find the passage of Scripture which Christ here 
quotes ? 

Why did Christ refuse to command the stones to be made bread + 

V. 5—7. What was the next temptation by which the devil 
sought to try our Savior? 

Where do you find the passage which the devil here quoted ? 

Where do you find the one which: Christ quoted in reply ? 

How could it have been tempting God, for Christ to cast himself 
down from the pinacle of the temple ? 

Does the example of Christ here teach us to avoid any particular 
sin ? 

What sin ? 

V. 8—10. What was the next temptation, of which the devil 
made use ? 

What did he now tempt Christ to do? 

Can you tell where to find the passage, which Christ recited in 
reply ? 

What rendered the temptations of Satan so artful ? 

Is there any reason to believe, that Satan is acquainted with the 
Bible ? 

Is there any danger, then, that he will deceive us, by missapply- 
ing and presenting passages of Scripture to our minds? 

What does the example of Christ, in resisting the devil, teach us ? 

Do you reccollect any passages of Scripture, which teach us to 
resist the temptations of the Devil? 

V. 11. From whom did Christ receive support and assistance after 
the devil left him? 

Who are the angels? 

How are the angels employed ? ° 

Will they ever apostatize, as the devils did ? 

How do you know, that they will never apostatize ? 

Can you refer to any other passages, which speak of the angels 
attending upon Christ? 

What does the example of the angels, in serving Christ, teach us? 


“‘ BE NOT AMONGST WINE-BIBBERS.”—Prov, xxiii. 10. A Doctor 
in Divinity and Professor of the Andover Theological Seminary, was 
lately seen, on board a Steam-boat, carrying to some of his family 
two, large table tumblers, filled with Port wine, which he had call- 
ed for’at the “‘bar,’’ and which, the bar-keeper said, ‘‘ he wanted 
pretty strong too.” Will the good Doctor himself or Professor 
Stuart have the goodness to write an “‘ exegesis,” of the above text? 

TEMPERANCE. 





1836. ] PRACTICAL EXPOSITION. 





For the New-England Telegraph. 
PRACTICAL EXPOSITION. : 


And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall 
this birthright do to me ?—Gen. xxv. 32. 


Esav was the eldest son of Isaac, and, as such, was entitled to 

culiar privileges, and a double portion of his fathers inheritance. 
it is probable, that his birthright included those special blessings, 
which were to be conferred, in consequence of God’s covenant with 
Abraham, as they respected a possession in the land of Canaan, 
the nativity of the Mesiah, and an acknowledgement of his posterity 
as the adopted children of God. ‘These same blessings, likewise, 
had respect to an eternal inheritance beyond the grave. Viewed 
in this light, the privileges of the birthright were of inestimable 
value; and they were so considered by Jacob, while they were de- 
spised by Esau. It seems, that Esau was a bold and daring man, 
loving to roam in the deserts; and he was said to be a cunning 
hunter. It was on the occasion of his returning from the field, that 
he sold his birthright, for a mess of pottage. The account is this: 
“‘ And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he 
was faint. And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with 
that same red pottage, for I am faint: therefore was his name called 
Edom. And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. And 
Esau said, Behold, 1 am at the point to die: and what profit shall 
this birthright do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day ; 
and he swear to him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Then 
Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles: and he did eat and 
drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his 
birthright.” It was not probable, that Esau was in a state of starve 
ation in the house of Isaac; although returned from the field faint 
and hungry. The expressions therefore, “ Behold, I am at the point 
to die,” should be recejyed in a different sense from what they are 
generally understood. Taking into view the blessings and promis- 
es of the Abrahamic covenant, as including the possession of the 
land of Canaan, the coming of Christ, and those peculiar privileges 
and spiritual mercies, which might naturally be expected, by virtue 
of that covenant, to flow to the eldest son, or upon the head of 
Esau; he may be considered as having said, ‘ Behold, I am draw- 
ing on toward death; I never shall inherit the Jand of Canaan, nor 
the promises of our father Abraham ; what good will all these bless- 
ings and promises do me, after I am dead? If I can gratify pres- 
ent appetite, it is more than I shal] ever obtain, by virtue of the 
Abrahamic covenant and promisés, and I will risk any real Joss I 
may sustain, even if I part with my birthright,’ This was a high 
degree of profaneness; was the same as to call in question and 
despise the covenant and promises of God, and to barter away both 
his tempora] and eternal interest, for the gratification of his fleshly 
appetite. Jt was so considered by the apostle Paul. Hence he 
writes to the Hebrews, “‘ Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
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without which no man shall see the Lord : Looking diligently, lest 
any man fail of the grace of God ; lest any root of bitterness spring- 
ing up, trouble you, and thereby many be defiled ; lest there be any 
fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat 
sold his birthright. For ye know that afterward, when he would 
have inherited the blessing, he was rejected : for he found no place 
for repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.” 

Considering the passage in this light, and the conduct of Esau as 
reptesenting that of wicked men in general; the following senti- 
ment is obvious : 

Impenitent sinners will sacrifice their temporal and cternal interest, 
Sor their present gratification. 

That impenitent sinners will make this sacrifice is evident because 
they universally pursue that course which is directly calculated to 
ruin their highest temporal, and their only eternal interest. The 
highest temporal interest of mankind can be secured only by a life 
of holiness. It is true, that impenitent sinners often enjoy great 
worldly prosperity ; but, great worldly prosperity without a holy 
heart and spiritual enjoyment, is far from being the highest tempor- 
al good. “ The way of transgressors ishard.” ‘“ Better is the poor 
that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and 
is a fool.” ‘“ Better isa dry morsei, and quietness therewith, than 
a house full of sacrifices with strife.” ‘True piety is always neces- 
sary to enjoy even the things of this world. All impenitent sin- 
hers, therefore, in casting away the fear of the Lord, and despising 
the spirit of holiness, pursue a course directly calculated to destroy, 
éven their best temporal interest and enjoyment. Notwithstanding 
tMany of them are frugal, and industrious, and accumulate great 
wealth, and think they shall obtain the object of their wishes ; yet 
their souls are never satisfied, they run as it were after a shadow, 
and the chief happiness they enjoy, is in anticipation, while the real 
ony is continually fleeing from them, But, if sinners destroy their 

est temporal good, by the course they pursue, for the reasons which 
I have here stated, then they must certainly be pursuing that course, 
which is calculated to destroy their eternal interest. ‘They will sell 
their birthright to heaven, for a mess of pottage ; and both their 
temporal and eternal good is forever subverted. The rich fool lost 
his soul, while he thought to enjoy this world’s goods. He propos- 
éd to enlarge his storehouses, to fill them with the fruits, which he 
had prepared, and to say to his soul, ‘‘ Soul, thou hast much goods, 
laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry. 
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee: then whose shall those things be which thou hast 

rovided ?” Our Savior adds, “‘ So is he, (that is, every one is a 

1) who layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.” The rich glutton determined to indulge his fleshy appetite, 
while he was clothed in purple, and fine linen, and fared sumptu- 
ously every day. But, he consumed away in his sensuality, was 
shut out of heaven and went to perdition. ‘ The rich man died and 
was buried ; and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments.” 
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It is evident, then, that impenitent sinners universally pursue that 
course which is directly calculated to ruin their highest temporal 
and only eternal interests. 

It 1s evident, that impenitent sinners will sacritice their temporal 
and eternal interest, for their present gratification, because they are 
unwilling to give up their present gratification, for the sake of their 
highest temporal and eternal good. This was true of Esau. He 
would not yield the gratification of his appetite, in partaking of the 
pottage; even though he lost his birthright and his blessing. ‘“ And 
Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what prophet shall 
this birthright do to me?’ The same is true of all classes of im- 
penitent sinners. ‘The impenitent youth is unwilling to relinquish the 
present gratification, which he receives from the vanities, trifles and 
amusements of his age, in order to be blessed with spiritual bless- 
ings, or to secure an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven. The 
impenitent man of middle age will not relinquish the gratification of 
a worldly-minded disposition, in order to gather up ‘“‘ rue riches,” 
or to “‘ lay up treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not core 
rupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.” The 
man who is adicted to vicious habits, will not relinquish present 
gratification, and practice self-denial, even to save his soul from 
eternal burnings. Observation, experience and historical facts teach, 
that the same has been true of all classes of impenitent sinners, and 
jn all ages of the world. 

The same sentiment is universally inculcated in the Holy Script+ 
ures. We are every where taught in the sacred volume, that im- 
penitent sinners are universally bent upon their present gratifica- 
tion, even to their temporal and eternal destruction. To the case 
of Esau we have already attended. The circumstances attending 
the conduct of Cain were no less striking. He was determined to 
satiate his anger and revenge, in the death of his brother, at the 
risk of becoming a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth, and being 
cast out from the presence of the Lord, for time and for eternity, 
Pharaoh was determined to gratify his present haughty, tyranical 
and covetons desires, even though it involved both him and his sub 
jects in temporal and eternal ruin. The conduct of Judas affords 
another perfect example illustrating the same sentiment. For the 
gratification of his sordid love of money, he sold his Lord for thirty 

ieces of silver, proved himself to be “the son of perdition,’’ and, 
ging himself, went to his own place. Annanias and Sapphira 
gratified their covetous desires, by keeping back part of the price 
of their land, lying to the Holy Ghost, and dissembling in presence 
of the apostles, which proved their ruin. We find many such char- 
acters mentioned in the New Testament; such as Simon the sorcer- 
er, Demas, Phygellus and Hermogenes, Himeneus and Philetus, 
with many others. The apostle Paul” says, that “ in the last days, 
perilous times shall come; for men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud,—lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God.” The history of the children of Isracl in the wilder- 
ness is a continued account of those who were detcrinined to grati- 
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fy their present lusts and passions, even though they were exclud- 
ed both the earthly and heavenly Canaan. There were thousands 
of them, of whom God “ sware in his wrath, that they should never 
enter into his rest.” Hence the apostle Paul, writing to the Corin- 
thians concerning these same persons, says, ‘*‘ But with many of them 
God was not well pleased : for they were overthrown in the wilder- 
ness. Nowthese things were our examples, to the intent we should 
not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idola- 
ters, as were some of them: as it is written: The people sat down 
to eat and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let us commit fore 
nication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them 
also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, 
as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroy- 
er. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and 
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come. Wherefore let him that thiuketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall.” It is evident, then, from Scripture, observation 
and experience, that impenitent sinners, in all ages of the world, have 
been as ready as was Esau, to sell their birthright, and to sacrifice 
their temporal and eternal interest for their present gratification. 

But, the inquiry is natural, Why will impenitent sinners sacri- 
fice their temporal and eternal interest for their present gratification ? 
This question is easily answered: It is because of their supreme 
selfishness. Sinners are emphatically ‘ lovers of their own selves ;” 
and “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.”” Hence there 
is no duty to which they are so much averse, as the exercise of self- 
denial. They have life and death, blessing and cursing, heaven 
and hell, set before them, in all their tremendous realities and con- 
sequences; but the selfishness of their hearts blinds their minds, 
leads them to distrust the word of God, and determines them to pur- 
sue with greediness, the gratification of their present desires, what- 
ever may be the future consequences. lt was the selfishness of Esau, 
which led him to call in question the verity of the divine promises, 
under-value the blessings of the Abrahamic covenant, and to de- 
spise his birthright. ‘Thus sinners, in the selfishness of their hearts, 
verify our Saviors declaration, ‘“‘ He that will save his life shall lose 
it.” Ifthey would practice self denial, and give up their present grati- 
fication for the glory of God and the good of the universe; they 
would secure the greatest spiritual blessings in this life, and in the 
world to come, everlasting life. Hence our Savior says, ‘‘ There 
is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or 
children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, who shall not receive many 
fold more in this present time, and in the world to come life ever- 
Jasting.” But, the sordid selfishness of sinners leads them to de- 
spise these heavenly gifts, to seek, with supreme desire, their pres 
ent enjoyment, and to gratify their own hearts lusts to the destruc- 
tion of their souls. They say with Esau, “ Behold, I am at the point 
to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me?” Hence 
the force of the apostles exhortation : “ Follow peace with all men, 
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and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lerd: Looking 
diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any ront of 
bitterness springing up, trouble you, and thereby may be defiled ; 
lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for 
one morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that af- 
terward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was reject- 
ed; for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it care- 
fully with tears.” 

Now if sinners will sacrifice their temporal and eternal interest, 
for their present gratification ; it is easy to see why they have been 
so universally stupid in every age of the world. That this is the 
fact, cannot he denied. Impenitent sinners in all ages of the world, 
have been like what was said by the prophet of ancient Israel. 
“ Hear, O heavens and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spok- 
en, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebell- 
ed against me. The ox knoweth hiseowner, and the ass his mas- 
ter’s crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.— 
Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil doers, 
children that are corrupters! they have forsaken the Lord, they have 
provoked the Holy one of Israel unto anger, they are gone away 
backward. Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt 
more and more : the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness 
in it; but wounds and bruises, and putrifying sores ; they have nei- 
ther been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with oint- 
ment.” Another very stricking description of the stupidity of im- 
penitent sinners, is given by God, in the prophecy of Ezekiel. 
** Also, thou son of man, the children of thy people still are talking 
against thee by the walls and in the doors of the houses, and speak 
one to another, every one to his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, 
and hear what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord. And 
they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee 
as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: 
for with their mouth they show much love, but their heart goeth af- 
ter their covetousness. And lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely 
song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an in- 
strument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not.’’ Now, 
this general and dreadful stupidity of im:penitent sinners is thought 
by some to be very hard to account for; and it would be very as- 
tonishing, if we were not acquainted with the state of their hearts. 
But, considering the state of sinners hearts, their stupidity is not 
surprising. They are supremely selfish; so selfish, that they will 
sacrifice their temporal and eternal interest for their present gratifi- 
cation. This selfishness blinds their own minds, and stupifies their 
consciences. It determins them not to reflect either upon their 
moral obligation, or upon the nature of that inheritance, which God 
has promised to his people. The selfish determination of Esau to 
gratify his fleshly appetite, prevented his reflecting upon the value 
of his birthright, or upon the nature, extent and perpetuity of those 

which were to flow through the Abrahamic covenant. 
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Considering the selfishness of sinners, therefore, we may easily ae- 
count for their stupidity. ‘The selfishness of sinners is truly aston- 
ishing. heir selfishness is brought into view, in the following ex- 
clamation of the prophet Jeremiah. ‘ Be astonished, O ye heavens 
at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate saith the Lord. 
For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me, 
the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water.” 

In the same manner we may learn one reason why sinners fre- 
quently run inio such flagrant overt acts of transgression. The 
earth has been filled with violence, from its earliest ages. ‘The acts 
of cruelty, blood and oppression, committed in the human family, 
are innnmerable, and beyond calculation as totheir enormity. The 
history of the world is a history of blood, and crime. ‘The black 
catalogue of crime, given by ihe -apostle Paul in his epistle to the 
Romans, is but a fair picture of the human family. “ And even as 
they did notlike to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convene 
ient: being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness ; full ofenvy, murder, debate, deceit, mar 
lignity ; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boast- 
rs, inventers of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understand- 
ing, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmer- 
citul.” After giviog such a description of the Gentiles, the apostle 
says to the Jews, ‘‘ What then? are we better than they? No, in 
no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under sin ; as it is written, There is none righteous, no, 
not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seek- 
eth after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, no not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre: with their tongues they have 
used deceit ; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is 
full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood. 
Destruction and misery are in their ways; and the way of peace 
have they not known. ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

Now the exposition, which has been given will account for all this 
flagrant conduct of wicked men. For, they have all the same selfish 
hearts, and, in the same circumstances, will all act precisely alike. 
There is not one of them who is not ready to sell his birthright, at 
any price, in order to gratify present selfish desires and passions. 


STEPHANUS. 


IntusTrRaTION pEsirED.— Will my old friend and correspondent 
** Gaius,” from whom I have heard nothing ‘for a long time, have 
the goodness to send me a practical illustration ofthe following text? 
‘* Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he follow- 
eth not us; and we forbade him because he followcth not us.” —Mark 
ix. 38. Such an illustration, coming from him, or from any mem- 
ber of Association, will be most thankfully received by 

Tue Epiror. 
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From the Aati-Slavery Record. 


THE RUNAWAY. 


Ar the late interesting Anniversary of the American Anti-slavery 
Society, Alvan Stewart, Esq., of Utica, rose just as the meeting was 
about to separate, and related the following anecdote, which may 
be relied upon as authentic. The sympathy of the audience was 
decidedly with the fugitive. 

«In Georgia,’’ said Mr. S., “ about three years ago, there lived a 
man, black but noble, a giant in strength, and in form an Apollo 
Belvidere, about 35 years of age, a slave, with a wife and four child- 
ren, also slaves. The love of liberty burned irrepressible in his 
bosom, and he determined to escape, and free his wife and children, 
at every hazard. He had heard of Canada, as a place where the 
laws made every man free, and protected him in his freedom. But 
of its situation, or the road thither, or the geography of the interme- 
diate country, he knew nothing. A Quaker who resided near him, 
being privy to his design, resolved to aid him in its accomplishment ; 
and accordingly carried the slave and his family fifty miles in a 
wagon by night. In the day time they lay concealed in the woods; 
and on the second night the same man carried them fifty miles fur- 
ther. At the end of the second night he told the black man that he 
could do no more for him, having already endangered both his life 
and property. He told the slave that he must not travel on the high- 
way, nor attempt to cross a ferry, but, taking him by the hand, he 
committed him to God and the North star. This star he was to 
take as his guide, and it would lead him at length to the land of 
British freedom. ‘The poor slave bade adieu to his benefactor, and 
after skulking in the day and travelling by night, he at length came 
to an unexpected obstacle. It was a broad river, (the Savannah,) 
the existence of which he had not the least knowledge. But as 
nothing remained but to cross it, he tied his two young children on 
his back, and between swiming where it was deep, and wading where 
it was shallow, his two elder sons swimming by his side, he at length 
made out to reach the opposite bank ; then returning, he brought 
over his wife in the same manner. In this way he passed undis- 
covered through the states of South and North Carolina and Virgin- 
ia, crossed Pennsylvania without even knowing that it was the land 
of the Quakers ; and finally, after six weeks of toil and hardship, he 
reached Buffalo. Here he placed his wife and children in the cus- 
tody of a tribe of Indians in the neighborhood, for the poor man will 
always be the poor man’s friend, and the oppressed will stand by the 
oppressed. ‘The man proceeded to town, and as he was passing 
through the streets, he attracted the notice of a colored barber, also 
aman of great bodily power. The barber stepped up to him, put 
his hand on his shoulder, andsays, ‘ I know you area runaway slave, 
but never fear, Iam your friend.” The man confessed he was from 
Georgia, when the barber said, ‘ Your master inquired about you 
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to-day, in my shop, but do not fear; I have a friend who keeps a 
livery stable, and will give us a carriage as soon as night comes, to 
carry your family beyond the reaci of a master.’ As the ferry boat 
does not-run across the Niagara river in the night, by day break 
they were at the ferry house, aud rallied the ferryman to carry them 
to the Canada shore. ‘hey hastened to the boat, and just as they 
were about to let go, the master was seen, on his foaming horse, 
with pistol in hand, calling out to the ferryman to stopand set those 
people ashore, or he would biow his brains out. ‘The stout barber, 
quick as thought, said to the ferryman, ‘if you don’t put off this 
instant, Ill be the death of you.’ ‘The ferryman, thus threatened 
on both sides, lifted up his hands, and cried: ‘The Lord have mer- 
ey on me! It seems [ am to be killed any how. But if I do die, 
1 will die doing right,’ and CU'T THE ROPE 

The powerful current of the Niagara swept the boat rapidly into 
deep water, beyond the reach of tyranny. ‘The workmen at work 
on the steamboat Henry Clay, near by, almost involuntarily gave 
three cheers for liberty. As the boat darted into the deep and rapid 
stream, the people on the Canada side, who had seen the occurrence, 
cheered her course, and in a few moments the broad current was 
passed, and the man, with his wife and children, were all safe on 
British soil, protected by British laws ! !” 


From the A. S. Record. 
CASTE. 


Mr. Eviror,—If you can afford the room, I will venture to ex- 
press my sentiments on two points which are of great importance in 
the present state of our holy cause. 

1. Our duty as individuals in relation to the distinction of caste. 

2. The propriety of separate institutions for the two castes. 

1. Our duty as individuals. Caste is an arbitrary division of so- 
ciety into classes, which may not mingle, on terms of equality, in 
the common intercourse of life. It differs from the distinctions cre- 
ated by wealth, refinement, education, &c., by being unsurpassable. 
Its barrier separates between individuals who are, iu all important 
respects, mental and corporeal, on an absolute level. It even con- 
signs to a fictitious inferiority, individuals who are every way su- 
perior. 

Caste is a foe to human happiness, producing oppression, jeal- 
ousy, revenge, and settled hate ; and obstructing the progress of the 
Gospel of peace. 

The American caste of color is the direct effect of slavery, and 
tends powerfully to perpetuate that unjust system. 

Who then will not say that it is an unrighteous distinetion, which 
ought to be universally abolished, if not individually disregarded 2 2 
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Such an abolition would not force individuals of the two classes in- 
to social intercourse, but would leave the laws which regulate the 
intercourse of members of either class to their unrestricted opera- 
tion in regard toall. The propriety of these laws, whatever they 
may be, is not now the question. 

But if the circumstances of color ought not socially to divide the 
community into two classes, then the duty of individuals rests upon 
two grounds. 1. The individual is bound to do all those acts which 
it would be his duty to do, were there no such unrighteous distine- 
tion. The duty of the community is nothing but the aggregate of 
individual duties. The opinions or wishes of others cannot make 
it right for me to neglect a plain duty. ‘They may make it right for 
me to refrain from things which are not obligatory. They may 
make it my duty to abstain from those things which, indifferent in 
themselves, may be construed as an ostentatious disregard of oth- 
ers. But there are cases ia which I cannot regard caste without 
sin, let the opinions of others be what they will. For example: It 
may be right for me to refrain from cultivating the acquaintance of 
a certain colored individual—from inviting him to my table, and ac- 
cepting invitations to his; it would, perhaps, be even wrong for me, 
as things are, to seek him out and walk arm in arm with him up 
Broadway: but if he should present himself at the door of my house, 
or of my pew in the Churclr of God, it would be wrong, yea, wick- 
ED in me to treat him with the less courtsey on account of his color, 
and the public prejudice against him for that reason. The false 
opinions and wrong feelings of others cannot be admitted among 
the considerations which determine duty in this case, without ad- 
mitting a principle which will sanction all manner of sin. In my 
manner of doing my duty, I am bound not unnecessarily to disturb 
the feelings of others: but in the mwat/er of it, I am bound to obey, 
whatever may be the consequences to myself or others, the com- 
mandment of God, ‘“ Honor all men.”’ 

2. Every individual is bound to do that whieh will convince oth- 
ers of the folly and wickedness of caste. He has duties asa reform- 
er. What is it that keeps up caste? Example. And what else 
can throw it down? Precept without practice is notoriously pow- 
erless. It is even worse. No man’s practice-is so successfully 
quoted to support any sin, as his who acts contrary to, or not in ac- 
cordance with, his right principle in regard to that sin. Now, what- 
ever may be the clamor, wrath, and reviling, of any, or any number 
of individuals against abolitionists, for their intercourse with the col- 
ored people, I cannot but believe that to this, more than any other 
fause, we owe the firm hold which our doctrines have taken of the 
public conscience. We may have been occasionly indiscreet in the 
manner, but when we give up the matter, I shall despair of our 
cause—and nottillthen. I must, therefore, believe it peculiarly 
the duty of every abolitionist, as such, to take special pains to hon- 
or, by frank, open, unconstrained courtsey, merit, whenever it ap- 
pears beneath a colored skin. He should not forsake the society of 
whites, but he should meet the deserving colored man with the hand 
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and heart of a brother. Such conduct cannot fail to be appreciat- 
ed by the objects of our regird, and to have the happiest effect.— 
It will convince all candid men, that to make the abolition of slave- 
ry successful and happy, it is only neccessary to prostrate caste. 
I believe the conduct of Christ, in eating with publicans and sin- 
ners, conversing with the Samaritan women, &é6,, illustrates both 
these views. : 

2. Separate institutions. ‘These may seem to have grown out of 
necessity, but they undoubtedly re-act, to strengthen the wrong 
which originated them. For the improvement of the colored peo- 
ple they are as absurd as would be separate schools for the more 
ignorant and backward class of children. But as they grow out of 
the prejudice of the more powerful caste, it is obviously premature 
to overthrow them till the prejudice can be measurabely subverted 
which gave them rise. Neither is it proper to go on as though 
they were not to be dispensed with. The first openings ofa reform- 
ed public feeling towards the colored people should be seized to 
introduce the better system. I suppose Christ and his apostles did 
not preach up, specially, emancipation from the slavery of their times, 
simply because there was not in the world fear of God enough to 
make it of any avail—there was no place to put the lever on—it was 
their business to lay that very thing for us. So we are laying a 
foundation on which our colored brethren may be, and ere long will 
be, invited to seats with us in the halls of science and the house of 
God. Let us not beimpatient. Let us act out, and, indeed, preach 
the whole truth, but in our preaching we must insist on the begin- 
ing till that is received. God himself, in communicating truth, has 
observed order; not because all truth was not obligatory, but be- 
cause it was necessary to overcome the perverseness of depraved 
man. Our colored friends ought to avail themselves at present of 
their separate institutions ; but no time should be lost, on our part, 
in the work of introducing a better system. 


ANECDOTE OF GEORGE IV. 


Tue following anecdote was related to me of his present majesty, 
as being well authenticated. When he was in Ireland, two or three 
years since, he told Lord Roden, a man of decided Christian char- 
acter, that ona particular morning, he was coming to breakfast 
with him. He accordingly came, and bringing with him two or 
three of the nobility, and happened to arrive, just as his lordship had 
his family assembled for domestic worship. Lord R. being told 
that his guest had arrived, went to the door, and met him with er- 
ery expression of respect, and seated him, and the gentlemen that 
accompanied him, in his parlor. He then turned to the king, and 
said, ‘ Your Majesty will not doubt that I feel highly honored by 
this visit ; but there is a duty which I have not yet discharged this 
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morning, which I owe to the King of kings—that of performing do 
mestic worship ; and your Majesty will be kind enough to excuse 
me, while l retire with my household, and attend to it.’ ‘ Certain- 
ly,’ replied the king, ‘ but I am going with you,’ and immediately 
yose and followed him down into the hall, where his family were 
assembjed, and taking his station in an old arm chair, which I un- 
derstand, has acquired an immense value from that circumstance, 
remained during the family devotions. This anecdote certainly re- 
flects honor upon his Lordship and his Majesty ;—while it exhibits in 
the one, the dignity of unyielding Christian principle, it displays in 
the other, at least the courtsey of a gentleman, and the natural hom- 
age which every man feels for a consistent, religious character. 
Sprague’s Letters. 


From the American Protestant Vindicator. 


POPERY DISQUALIFIES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 


Tue influence of popery in civil society, is one of the most impor- 
tant and affecting themes that can now be urged upon the Christian 
and the statesman, in reference to our noblest immunities and: ob- 
ligations as citizens of this great republic. And this will be seen 
to be peculiarly so, when it is contemplated in connexion with the 
enactment, interpretation, and administration of the laws that are 
framed for the government of the people. The questions are these. 
Are the principles of popery at all congenial with our national in- 
stitutions? Is a man who is a tenacious and an honest adherent of 
Romanism, qualified to hold an office in the United States? Can 
any sincere papist conscientiously take the oath of office? Can any 
Romanist consistently with his avowed religious predilections and 
submissiveness to the Romish priesthood, and with his sworn spir- 
jtual allegiance to the Pope of Rome, actually fulfill the engage- 
ments which appertain toa citizen, who would faithfully execute 
the duties of an office in subordination to the constitution of the 
United States? To these questions we unhesitatingly reply—that 
papists, by their own avowed principles, are totally disqualified to 
hold any office of authority and trust in the American republic. 

It is necessary to delineate the principles of popery, in especial 
reference to their social application. ‘The more exclusively theo- 
logical portions of the inquiry which might very pertinently be ad- 
duced as illustrative of the general topic, we now omit; and shall 
restrict our observations to two principal topics ; on!; premising one 
remembrance. 

The federal organization of the United States ix founded upon 
Four cardinal principles.—1. That Christian morality is indispens- 
able to our national prosperity and existence. 2. ‘i |:.t the enlarged 
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knowledge of that which is essentially good and useful, 1s requisite to 
the stability and permanency of our social institutions. 3. That 
freedom of thought, inquiry and discussion shall not upon any pre- 
text whatever, be restricted upon any subjects. And above all, that 
no interference in any manner shall ever be allowed respecting the 
rights of conscience, the doctrines of religion, and ceremonial forms 
of worship.—4. ‘That citizens and inhabitants of the United States 
shall not be divested of their immunities guaranteed by the consti- 
tution, solely upon religious pretexts; or merely because they pre- 
fer certain dogmas as their creed of theological faith, and certain 
rites by which they profess to perform their devotions. 

Now we contend, that popery either directly or virtually abrogates 
each one of these four corner stones of our confederated republic. 

The papacy claims to be a universal monarchy, compounded both 
of ecclesiastical and civil supremacy, infalliable in decree and uni- 
versal in jurisdiction. Here are their own words, containing their 
claims: ‘* Amplitude of extent, universality of dominion, and abso- 
lute control:” these are always given by the champions of the Roman 
pontiff, as indisputable marks of the true church. It is thus Bellarmine 
writes in his notes of the church ; and Sanders, in his work on the * Vis- 
ible Monarchy,’ Book 8: Chapter 50, corroborates that statement, 

During the last thousand years, popes, and consistories, and sy- 
nods, and cardinals, and doctors, and casuists, and councils, by 
their bulls decretals, and cannons, uniformly have affirmed that doc- 
trine to be of heavenly authority and incessantly paramount obliga- 
tion. That this most wicked dogma has been enforced at all times, 
and in every place wherever power and fraud could execute its dia- 
bolical claims, is almost the only subject of all the European histo- 
ry from the assumption by Boniface, in the year 606, of the title of 
** Vicar of Christ and Universal Pontiff,” until the reformers of the 
sixteenth century stripped the antichristian usurper of much of his 
ungodly domination and grandeur. It is self evident, that those pa- 
pal assumptions, which have been reiterated within the last four 
years by the present pope Gregory XVL.,, in all their scandalous and 
humiliating demands, are totally incompatible with the independ- 
ence and security of the United States. 

The doctrines of popery in reference to good morals, are still 
more outrageously contradictory to the welfaré of our country.— 
By that blasphemous authority ascribed to the Italian pontiff, all the 
bonds of divine and human obligation are severed; for the power 
to invalidate the laws of God, and the instincts of nature, and the 
claims of Christianity, and the statutes of national jurisprudence, 
the pope has not only claimed, but during almost 1000 years, has 
regularly exercised. ‘That most pernicious prerogative has been 
developed in dispensations to annul treaties, oaths and covenants ; 
legitimate prohibited marriages; disolve lawful matrimonial con- 
tracts; absolve subjects from their obedience; and children from 
their duty to their parents. Indulgences also to commit every spe- 
cies of crime, and exemptions from punishment for the transgressors 
are regular articles of merchandize in the popedom, and can be 
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obtained from any roman prelate or priest for any transgression, at 
all times, and at every price, to suit the capacity of the purchaser 
in payment. All that indescribable iniquity has been consolidated 
by the practice of auricular confession, the establishment of innu- 
merable licentious festivals, and the authorized substitution of their 
idolatrous pagentry and silly penances, instead of the works of evan- 
gelical righteousness. ‘The exact attributes of popish morality, how- 
ever, are best understood in the exposition of the system by the 
Jesuits; and as it is according to their elucidations and casuistry, 
that modern popery, and especially in the United States, is under- 
stood and practiced, it is requisite to evince, that by their instruc- 
tions, all moral laws and obligations are cancelled; for they trans- 
form crime into sinlessness; exterminate truth by metaphysical 
subtilties ; and bend virtue to the interests and inclinations of cor- 
rupt transgressors. They exonerate their disciples from all love 
to God, and philanthropy towards man ; thus abrogating both tables 
of the divine decalogue. To enable sinners to commit every possi- 
ble enormity, they furnish innumerable excuses for all sin, under 
the pleas of ‘ignorance, surprise, passion, convenience, error of 
judgment, right intention,” and the impious calculations and decis- 
ions of their doctrine of “‘ probable opinions,” by which all sins are 
justified and transform into acts of innocence. 

There is no person of any capacity or character, avocation and 
condition of life, to whom Popery, as expounded by its most learned, 
ingenious, and indefatigable champions, the modern Jesuits, has not 
adapted its pestilential enchantments. But in reply to the charge 
against the whole body, it is deceitfully pleaded, that the opinions 
of any individual writer are of no authority, and that the entire or- 
der ought not to be censured for the indiscretions and vile dogmas 
of one member. That evasion, however, is totally confuted by the 
fact, that it is a particular and express rule, never departed from by 
the society of Jesuits—‘* Nothing shall be published by any of the 
members, without the express approbation of their superiors.” Thus 
the whole body is verily responsible for every book which has ever 
been issued by any one of that confraternity, and for all the doc- 
trines which those published volumes promulge. 

The Jesuits recommend or justify in plain terms, unholy disposi- 
tions, which are emphatically condemned in the gospel—* Avarice ; 
ambition ; the pride of life : luxury in all its varieties; and revenge ; 
and also those practical parts of popery—disobedience to parents ; 
seduction ; dissimulation ; mental reservation ; falsehood ; perfidy ; 
fraud ; theft; uncleanness ; duelling; infanticide; murder; and re- 
bellion ;” with a multitude of other crimes too abominable to be re- 
counted. In truth, the instructions of the Jesuits in their semina- 
ries and colleges is nothing else than teaching villany by rule; and 
inculcating the vilest wickedness under the name and exterior forms 
sf literary tuition. 

Hence the popish system as it is now explained and taught by 
the Jesuits in the United States is immoral and corrupting; it inval- 
idates all social and moral obligation : consequently it vitally wounds 
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the body politic, opposes its best interests ; destroys all the laws and 
good government which Christianity appoints ; and is totally incom- 
patible with reciprocal confidence, and that public and private se- 
curity, which it is the grand object of municipal statute laws to pro- 
tect and sustain. 


From the Utica Christian Repository. 


DIALOGUE BETWEEN A MINISTER AND ONE OF HIS 
PARISHIONERS. 


ON GIVING TO GOD WHEN IN DEBT TO MAN. 


Parishioner. 1 believe, sir, that the doctrines which you hold on 
the subject of giving, for charitable purposes, a considerable portion 
of our income, are true, and that the opposition which you some- 
times meet with, in preaching them, is unreasonable and sinful. 

Minister. I am glad, my dear friend, to hear you express yourself 
in this manner ; and hope that your faith in this respect will be fol- 
lowed by works ; for it is not the hearers or believers of duties, but 
the doers of them, who will be justified. 

P. I cannot encourage you with a prospect of my bestowing much 
at present, on account of my embarrassments. I am considerably 
in debt, and think that to pay my minister tax at home, and to take 
the Missionary Herald, is all which I can now do. I must appro- 
priate the remainder of what I raise, to support my family, and to 
satisfy the demands of my creditors. WhenI shall have become 
free of debt, 1 intend to be more liberal in my appropriations. I 
must be just before I am benevolent. 

M. 1 am glad that you express your mind so freely; not, how- 
ever, because I think your excuses sufficient, but because it affords 
us 2n opportunity to discuss the subject. I have all along known 
that you approved of my sentiments on this point, but I was sur- 
prised that you did not give more liberally for benevolent purposes. 
You do not think that every person who is in debt is excused from 
bestowing money in charity. 

P. No; for at that rate some who are always in debt, whether 
in good or bad circumstances, would never be required to give any 
thing ; and the burden would lie pretty heavy upon some of less 
wealth, who endeavor to follow the precept, ‘Owe no man any 
thing.”’ 

M. In all religious discussions it is suitable that we recur to the 
“law and the testimony.’’ The Bible, you know, requires large 
appropriations of property for the sake of promoting religion. Do 
you recollect any passage in the scriptures, which intimates, that 
the commands to give, apply to those only, against whom, none 
have any demands? 

P. No, I do not. 
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M. It is evident then, that you are not excused. Had he who 
gave these commands, designed that persons of your description 
should not be charitable, he would have intimated his will in some 
part of his word. When he required his people, in the days of Mo- 
ses, to give as much as would amount to about one third of their 
income, he did not say, that those who were indebted to others, 
need not give so great a proportion. 

Your objection lies as much against giving a certain portion of 
your time to religious purposes, as it does against giving property. 
You might say, that you owe so much that you cannot spend an 
hour every day in family devotion; and that you must labor on the 
Sabbath, to obtain something to satisfy the demand against you. 

P. It would be wrong for me to doso. 1 lose nothing by attend- 
ing family and public worship. It is a proverb, “‘ prayers and prov- 
ender hinder no man.” The blessing of God upon my labors is 
worth more to me, than the little time which I spend in asking 
for it. 

M. I do not think that you would lose any thing by poner 
rnore property for religious purposes ; and for similar reasons 
do not say that it is impossible to resolve to give too much; but if 
there were much danger of our doing so, the Holy Ghost would 
have seen fit to give a caution on that point. Wisdom is profitable 
to direct. [believe that in keeping this command, as well as all 
others, there is great reward. 

P. What reason have you, that will justify your opinion, that 
giving to religious purposes will not make a man any poorer. I 
should like to hear them. 

M. We have the promise of God, that he will return to us as much 
aswe give. If some of our wealthy neighbors should give you a pos- 
itive assurance that they would more than repay you what you should 
bestow for benevolent purposes, you would bestow largely. Is not 
God weagthy of confidence? Heis not a man that he should lie. 
[ think that your being in debt is one reason in favor of giving, not 
against it. The import of a number of passages in acripture is, that 
if you shall give liberally, more will be returned to your purse than 
you took from it. Paul says, 2 Cor. 9. 6. “‘ He which soweth spar- 
ingly shall reap also sparingly ; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully.” He is in that chapter speaking of giv- 
ing for a benevolent purpose. He compares what is given, to seed . 
which is sown upon land, and what is by the blessing of God, re- 
ceived in return, tothecrop. The more there is sown, the greater 
the harvest. ‘Those Bibles which have marginal references, refer 
from that verse to a number of other passages, which assert the same 
thing. Now where is there one who needs such blessings, so much 
as the man who is in debt? He has, not only his family to provide 
for, but he needs something for his creditors. 

’ P. U have read that sentence, and the others to which you refer ; 
but I never considered them applicable, in that large extent, to our 
circumstances, which you do. - 

M. You now touch upon an error which is considerably preva- 


4] 
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lent. It is that of making the word of God of none effect. The 
scriptures speak of themselves as being very efficacious. They 
compare themselves to a two-edged sword. Men prevent the sharp 
instrument from piercing them deeply, by turning its edge; or in 
other words, by saving that it does not apply to their case. It is 
highly necessary to ascertain whether the promises to those whe 
give for charitable purposes will apply to us; and if we find that 
they will, to believe that God will perform his engagements. If it 
be true that the liberal soul is made fat, and he *‘ that scattereth in- 
creaseth,” giving a suitable proportion will not render us less able 
to pay our debts; nor will it leave our children unprovided for, or 
ourselves without having “‘ laid up in store a good foundation against 
the time”’ of old age. 

P. I have usually thought that those passages were not to be un- 
derstood literally ; and that they were rather promises to people in 
former ages than to us. 

M. In your discourse with me on this subject, you do not act 
consistently with what you say, when you converse with people who 
belong to other denominations. You then insist that they receive 
the passages which you cite from the scriptures, according to their 
most obvious meaning. You tell your neighbor A. who is a metho- 
dist, that he must not attempt to explain away the texts which prove 
election and perseverance. You object to the mode which Mr. B. 
an universalist takes to destroy those passages, which assert the fut- 
ure and eternal punishment of the wicked; and you tell Mr. C. 
who is a baptist, that you can rely upon the promise, “ I will be a 
God to thee and to thy seed after thee,” when you dedicate a child 
in baptism, and that you are thankful for nt. You should follow the 
same mode in respect to passages which relate to more self-deny- 
ing duties. He who adopts the practice of explaining away a con- 
siderable portion of the scripture, has but a part of a Bible remain- 
ing. 

Your determination to be liberal hereafier, reminds woe al the 
conduct of many, who intend to repent, when they shall have ac- 
complished a certain object ; and of Felix who said, ‘‘ when I have 
a convenient season, I will call for thee.” It is a proverb that, 
‘one to-day, is worth two to-morrows.” Present good works are 
better pleges of future liberality, than a thousand resolutions. Ex- 
perience has probably taught you, how little dependance can be put 
upon your future resolutions. If you allow yourself now to put off 
acts of benevolence, until to-morrow, there is danger, that they will 
keep as far before you all your life. I believe as much as you do, 
that it is a man’s duty to pay his debts; but I think, that a certain 
portion of our gains, whether it is more or less, is as much the Lord’s, 
as a certain portion of our time, and that it is sinful to take from 
either of them to give to men. He who said, “‘ render unto Cesar, 
the things which are Cesar’s,” said also, “‘ render unto God, the 
things which are God’s.’’ The performance of the latter duty will 
not interfere with the former. They are Loth joined together, and 
“Jet not man put them asunder.” I should dread to serve myself, 


and neighbor, and put God off to a hereafter. HEMERA. 
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GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Tue following abstract from the doings of this body, for which I 
am indebted to the New-Engiand Spectator, is here inserted as a 
matter of record. Some portion of the transactions is open to ani- 
madversion, and will receive attention in a future number. In the 
mean time, the reader may have opportunity to judge of the assump- 
tions of a great clerical association, which has risen up in the land 
of the Pilgrims, and undertaken to legislate for the pastors and 
churches. Ep. Tet. 


The Association met at the church of Rev. H. Adams in Worth- 
ington, 20 miles west of Northampton, on Tuesday, June 28, at 5 
P.M. Althoagh in a remote part of the state, the representation 
was very full. The following were chosen to the offices desiguated. 

Moderator, Rev. Dr. Brown of Hadley. 

Scribe, Rev Mr. Worcester of Salem. 

Assistant Scribe, Rev. Mr. Jackson of Andover. 


MINISTERIAL EXCHANGES ON THE SABBATH. 


Rev. Mr. Fisk of New Braintree offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, As the sense of this body, that traveling on the Sabbath, 
for the purpose of ministerial exchanges, is decidedly unfavorable 
to the interests of religion, inconsistent with the due sanctification 
’ of that sacred day, and ought not to be practised, except in cases of 
argent} necessity. 

Mr. gave as a reason for introducing this resolution, that the 
subject now stands unfairly before the Christian public. In conse- 
quence of what has been said in the papers, the impression is prev- 
alent, that the practice of exchanges on the Sabbath is general.— 
Such, he knew, was not the fact. 

Rev. Mr. Rossins of Rochester thought the subject an important 
and difficult one, and therefore moved that it be referred to a com- 
mittee. 

Pres. Humrnrey regarded it as important and necessary, in the 
first place, to know the opinions of the members on the subject, be- 
fore it went toa committee. It is therefore proper first to discuss 
the question, that the committee may know on what their report 
must be founded. 

Mr. Boarvman of Douglass hoped the resolution would pass. 

Dr. Humpurey moved to insert the word ‘ urgent’ before ‘ neces- 
sity.’ Adopted. 

Mr. Rossins added,—Before we pass this or any other resolution 
on this subject, we ought to inquire, what will be regarded ? what 
will be done? and what can be done? He himself is never accus- 
tomed to ride on Sabbath morning ; but the case might be different 
with those who have families.* There may be circumstances which 
may render it necessary for them to travel on the Sabbath. It was 
the practice of Dr. West, with whom he studied his profession, to 
ride three or four miles; but never farther. 





* Mr. R. is wedded only to his library and the church. 
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Let us look practically at the question. We had better not pass 
the resolution, than have it remain on our records a dead letter. 
He knew that people did say and would say, and believe at least 
enough to quiet conscience, that if the minister may travel on the 
Sabbath to do his business, I may travel on the Sabbath to do my 
business. 

Rev. Mr. Hitcncock of Randolph thought that the passage of 
this resolution would have a detrimental influence on the cause of 
the Sabbath, and prove an injury to religion : because it would en- 
courage the belief that traveling to exchange on that day is a viola- 
tion of the Sabbath. He wished to know the opinion of the church- 
es, before he voted on the question. The proper course would be, 
to send it down to the associations, and get their views next year. 
It was his impression, that the churches in his vicinity do not re- 
gard such traveling as a violation of the Sabbath. It is a great in- 
terruption, to have a stranger in the family on the night before and 
the night after the Sabbath. It is worse than riding a short distance. 
He once inquired of the lady of a family, whether it was not an in- 
terruption to have a minister with her over the Sabbath ; and she 
said it was. We should first settle the point, that it is a violation 
of the Sabbath, and then we are prepared to say that the first part 
of the resolution is true. 

Dr. Snet was opposed to such a reference tothe churches. We 
need to inquire not only as to the influence of such traveling of 
ministers on the church, but what is its influence on the world? 
The church, he believed, generally approved the practice. But its 
influence is most deleterious on the world. ‘They say, if the minis- 
ter may go about his work on the Sabbath, I may. If we need one 
committee to obtain the views of the churches, we need another to 
obtain the views of the world. 

One gentleman has spoken of the bad influence of having stran- 
gers in the family. He took it for granted, that ministers are not 
strangers; and if they do their duty, their influence will be salutary. 

Dr. Humpurey thought that ministers had modified the conscien- 
ces of the churches too much on this subject. There are certain 
church members who like to be sustained a little, by ministerial exam- 
ple, in violation of the Sabbath. If we need a committee of five to 
obtain the views of the church on this subject, we certainly need a 
committee of ten to obtain the views of the world. 

Rev. Mr. Packarp of Spencer said that facts had been alluded to. 
He would speak of one. He knew a man, by whose house brother 
Hitchcock is obliged to pass in making his exchanges on the Sab- 
bath, who pleaded ministerial example for doing his work on that 
day, and who also, from such example, was led to despise religion. 
He would put one fact over against the other. 

Rev. N. Apams thought we were making the murmerings of wick- 
ed men our standard of Christian duty, rather than the Scriptures. 
He would ask, in the first place, is it right thus to go to the world 
for our standard? second, is it dignified? third, is it consistent with 
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our manner of preaching the gospel? Do we go tothe world to 
know what doctrines we shall preach? Our inquiry should be, 
what saith the scriptures? ‘I’o these should we appeal to learn 
whether traveling on the Sabbath for ministerial exchanges is a vio- 
lation of that sacred day. 

Dr. Snell added, that Paul said he would eat no meat, if it caused 
his brother to offend. If wicked men abuse my example, and make 
my riding to exchange, an excuse for their riding on their business, 
it is a sufficient reason why I should go on Saturday. The Bible 
does not require me to ride on the Sabbath; it is then simply a 
matter of expediency with me. 

Rev. Mr. Bispee and Mr. Lovet thought the resolution too in- 
definite. Does going half a mile or ten miles constitute traveling ? 
The latter said, if we legislate on this subject, will it not give the 
people a handle, by which to convict the ministry of a violation of 
the Sabbath? Will they not suppose that we, by passing this reso- 
lution, admit that such traveling is a violation of the Sabbath? and 
that such is scripture ? 

Mr. Fiske maintained that the resolution said nothing about the 
church or the world. He had been educated on this subject. A- 
bout twenty years ago, moral societies were formed. This, among 
other subjects, was taken up. Ministers in Worcester county said 
it would not do to travel on the Sabbath in making exchanges. 
They passed resolutions to that effect, which had been observed. 
An attempt appears to have been made to show that making ex- 
changes on the Sabbath is a common practice. It is not so. In 
the conference from which the report emanated that not only justi- 
fied but commended traveling on the Sabbath in making exchanges, 
the laymen were generally opposed to the measure, while the minis- 
try supported it; and it was published on individual responsibility, 
and not by authority of the conference. We want something, he 
added, like this resolution, to which we can appeal in justification 
of our course in discountenancing Sabbath traveling. He believed 
it wrong, and so did the ministers with whom he associated. It 
was, in his opinion, a violation of the Sabbath. 

Mr. Demonp stated that he was a member of that conference, 
and that but two ministers dissented from the report. 

Mr. Fiske further said that he considered it a violation of the 
Sabbath for him to travel on that day, if, by his example, his child- 
ren or others were encouraged to do wrong. 

Dr. Brown of Hadley said that he had different views from what 
he once held on this subject. He now thought it wrong: as any 
one would do who was acquainted with the facts which had come 
under his observation. We need some such rule as this resolution. 
This principle is now practiced upon in his association. He re- 
garded the practice as a breach of the Sabbath. He lived at the 
west when efforts were making to promote a better observance of 
the Sabbath: and all their efforts were blasted by the examples 
which were reported from Albany, of ministers traveling on the Sab- 
bath. He was once traveling in exchange on thai day,—his horse 
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stumbled, and he fell into the mud. He was obliged to go to a house 
to get his clothes cleaned. Some time after, a man accosted me 
familiarly ; and upon my stating that I did not recollect him, he re- 
ferred to the scene and place. ‘That was not a religious man; and 
who knows what an influence my example may have had on his eter- 
nal destiny ? 

He wished that the resolution had struck deeper. He wanted 
something that would reach within doors on the subject of the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. We have then been told that the pres- 
ence of a stranger interrupts the regularity of a family. He could 
relate another fact. He was present a short time since, where he 
had no opportunity of thus disturbing the family if he had wished. 
He had his room assigned him; and so had each member of the 
family. We want something that will reach the breach of the Sab- 
bath within doors ; and that by ministers too. We preach and then 
go away, and by our example and conversation, drive away the im- 
pressions which we have made. 

Mr. Bispee of Middlefield said that he believed nine tenths in 
that vicinity thought it wrong for ministers to exchange on the Sab- 
bath. 

Mr. Atvorp said, we need only appeal to the law of God to set- 
tle this question. Is it his will, that we avoid the very appearance 
ofevil? Ifso, then we ought to avoid exchanging on the Sabbath. 

Mr. Haropine said he was not prepared to vote on this question ; 
and thought it better to do nothing about it. It is neither expe- 
dient nor useful to pass such resolutions. If we pass this, next year, 
perhaps, the association will pass a different one, and thus there 
would be no end to the matter. 

Mr. Jackson of Andover was opposed to improper exchanges.— 

' He moved an amendment that it is wrong to travel several miles on 
the Sabbath in making them. 

Mr. N. Avams hoped, before this resolution is passed, another 
may be introduced, saying that Saturday night is not a part of the 
Sabbath. Otherwise we should have difficulty in determining on 
violations of the day. 

After several others had thrown in remarks which tended to cre- 
ate confusion, rather than enlighten,— 

Dr. Humenrey hoped we should look on this subject, until we see 
it as the great head of the church sees it. It is easy to create diffi- 
culties when any great moral question is brought forward ; and com- 
monly the exempt cases have prevailed.* ‘There is no point on 
which my mind is better settled than on this. The example of our 
fathers has been pleaded. There was, in former times, a sacred- 
ness about the Sabbath, and about the ministry, which is not at the 
present day. Whatever the minister did was right ; and if he trav- 
eled on the Sabbath, the people supposed he was justified in doing 
it. Their example then was not injurious This cannot be said now. 





-“If the doctor would carry out his principles on the subject of slavery, he 
would become a thorough abolitionist. 
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There is a doubtful territory between what is decidedly right and 
what is decidedly wrong. There appears to be a disposition, at the 
present day, to approach as near the line of wrong as possible. The 
only safe way is to keep as far from that line as possible. Minis- 
isters have an account to render for going according to what is ex- 
pedient, rather than what is right. If exchanges cannot be made 
without traveling on the Sabbath, we can stay at home ; the Bible 
does not require us to exchange. 

Mr. Srearns of Cambridgeport was not prepared to vote for the 
resolution; nor could he vote against it, as his vote in that case 
would not be understood. 

Resolution adopted by a large majority ; although many did not 
vote on either side. (Re-considered on the next afternoon.) 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 
THE SABBATH. 


After the public exercises, 

Mr. Apams hoped the resolution respecting ministerial exchang- 
es on the Sabbath would be reconsidered. He thought such a res- 
olution ought not to be seut out passed by a bare majority. He 
did not believe a majority voted at all. 

Mr. Kirk spoke not on the question of the Sabbath, but on a 
general principle which should guide us in all the subjects which 
are at present dividing the church. What is wanted at the present 
day, he said, is that Christians come together to discuss these great 
moral questions, and remain together until the points on which they 
differ can be thoroughly examined, and weighed. It will never do 
to think of producing a union or peace in the church by precluding 
discussion. We must not be afraid of discussion ; for this is the 
only way to produce union and harmony. 

Messrs. N. Adams, Robbins, Stearns, and Harding spoke in fa- 
vor, and Messrs. Fiske Alvord, Humphrey, and Brown against a 
reconsideration. Some of them, however, waived their objections, 
as it was said that the whole subject would again be open for dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. Lovett said he never traveled on the Sabbath, in making 
exchanges, and was entirely opposed to the custom. ‘The minister 
should be present at the place of his preaching on Saturday evening, 
in order to inquire into the state of the people, and to avoid saluta- 
tions on Sabbath morning. His objections to returning home on 
Sabbath evening were not so strong. 

Dr. Brown said that once he got on to his horse to ride into 
Northampton to make an exchange ; and just as he was starting, 
he saw one of his neighbors on his horse, just in advance of him, 
riding to Northamton to replenish his rum-jug. He waited some 
time, to avoid overtaking the man, and then he was not sure but 
he might still do it. He could not ride with the man, and attempt 
to convince him of lis sin in violating the Sabbath, while he was 
doing the same thing. He once was in a similar predicament in 
Boston. He started out to exchange on horsback, and soon found 
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that he was to ride in company with several young men. Toavoid 
this, he was obliged to goagoundabout way ; for he could not preach 
to these young men on the violation of the Sabbath, while thus en- 
gaged with them. 

He had a Universalist in his society, who kept the ferry. A few 
years ago, he was inquired of why he did not goto meeting. He 
said he was going the last Sabbath, and just as he was ready to start, 
Prof. ——— of Amherst called to him to be carried over the river 

“to preach. The professor was then supplying a pulpit over the riv- 
er. Now, though this Universalist did not probably tell the truth in 
this instance, yet he had ground for this story, which be has been 
repeating ever since. 

Now, he would ask, what inconvenience is there in observing 
this rule as expressed in the resolution ? 

If a minister goes to a livery stable for a horse on the Sabbath, 
the owner tells of it to every customer who comes on that day; so 
his example is taken as a justification for the prprietor to let his 
horses, and for those who hire, to use them oa this day. 

Dr. Beecuer thought it better to reconsider ard refer to a com- 
mittee. If reformation does not begin at the howse of God, we are 
undone. Consider that reprovers must have clean hands. At the 
rate we are going now, it will not be ten years before one half the 
people will be on the road, and the other half will stay at home. 
We must be more strict in our example, or we shall soon have no 
congregations to preach to. 


Motion to reconsider carried ; and the subject referred to Dr. 
Beecher, Dr. Humphrey, and N. Adams; who, on Thursday morn- 
ing, introduced the following 


RESOLUTIONS ON THE SABBATH. 


1. Resolved, That the Christian Sabbath and public worship of 
God, are indispensable to the continuance of christianity and civil 
liberty. 

2. Resolved, That the movements of business and pleasure on our 
sea-board and rivers, canals and rail roads and in steam boats and 
stages, are such as to threaten the inevitable prostration of this holy 
day and its action in forming the character, morals and piety of the 
nation. 

3. Resolved, That all efforts at reformation on this subject must be 
vain, which do not begin with the church of God and the Christian 
ministry ; and which do not include a greater strictness of personal, 
family and ministerial deportment on that sacred day, a stricter ed- 
ucation of children, the witholding of capital to be employed in the 
violation of the Sabbath, and abstaining from traveling on the Sab- 
bath on journeys, or for convenience in ministerial exchanges, ex- 
cept in case of urgent necessity, and furthermore in all things itis 
eminently indispensable that the whole church avoid the very ap- 
pearance of evil, and set an example which may be consistent with 
the unbroken influence of the ministry and safe for the whole na- 
tion to follow. ‘ 

4. Resolved, That it be recommended to each minister of this 
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Association to read these resolutious from the pulpit on the Sabbath, 
and preach on the subject some time in the month of September 
next. 

- Dr. B. accompanied the resolutions with a few forcible remarks. 

Mr. Hircucock thought the resolutions tended to destroy the 
distinction between what is secular and what is sacred employment 
on the Sabbath. He thought it better to draw the line and then 
keep to it. 

Mr. McCuure moved to strike out that part which speaks of the 
withdrawal of capital. 

Dr. Beecuer replied, you strike out that and you strike out the 
whole. He was persuaded no one who was acquainted with facts, 
would hesitate on this subject. Nearly one half of the property on 
the western waters is owned by members of the Presbyterian church. 
They have it in their power to effect an entire change in this re- 
spect. 

Gentlemen speak of difficulties. Sir, if we cannot get away from 
these difficulties, we must all go down to hell together. Ministerial 
exchanges on the Sabbath are nothing in comparison with the em- 
ployment of property by the church on this day. 

Dr. Humpnrey said that this withdrawment of capital would tend 
more than any thing else to stop the present traveling on the Sab- 
bath. Others would be obliged to compromise the matter. 

Dr. Brown stated that when the pioneer line of stages was started 
in New York, one of the principal owners of the old line, a member 
of the Presbyterian church, lived near him. He was a wise man 
and kept his business to himself. It however came out too late, 
that he was greatly troubled by the pioneer movements, and found 
his property fast diminishing. In a few weeks more, if that line 
had continued, he must have given up. The pioneer stages, how- 
ever, stopped ; his business revived, and he again prospered. 

At the late meeting in Pittsburgh, Mr. Cleveland of Detroit stated 
that an extensive company was formed in that city, and an elder in 
his church, and a delegate to the General Assembly, was called up- 
on with the offer of the presidency of the company. -He said he 
would accept the appointment on one condition ; and that was, that 
no boats should be run and no business done on the Sabbath. As 
it was considered important that he should be at the head of the con- 
cern, his proposition was agreed to. : 

[TO BE CONCLUDED. ] 


GOD. 


How much this title implies, no tongue, human or angelic, can 
ever express; no mind conceive. It isa volume ofan infinite num- 
ber of leaves, and every leaf full of meaning. It will be read by 
saints and angels, through the ages of eternity, but they will never 
reach the last leaf, nor fully comprehend the meaning of a single 
page.—Payson’s Thoughts. 
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BROWN UNIVESITY. 


Some one,—whose courtsey I would acknowledge, if he had forwarded me 
his name,—has had the politeness to send me a Catalogue of this flourishing 
Institution. The following extracts will give a view of its Faculty, num- 
ber of Students, discipline and course of Studies which a portion of my read. 
ers, at least, will be interested to have placed before them. 


MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY, AND OTHER OFFICERS. 


Rev. FRANCIS WAYLAND, D. D. Presivenrt, 
AND PROFESSOR OF MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL PHILOSOPHY. 


WILLIAM G. GODDARD, A. M. 


PROFESSOR OF BELLES LETTRES. 


Rev. ROMEO ELTON, ‘A. M. 
PROFESSOR OF THE LATIN AND GREEK LANGUAGES AND 
LITERATURE. 


Rev. ALEXIS CASWELL, A. M. 
PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS AND NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 


GEORGE I. CHACE, A. M. 


PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY. 


Rev. HORATIO B. HACKETT, A. M. 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF THE LATIN AND GREEK LANGUAGES 
AND LITERATURE. 


WILLIAM GAMMELL, A. M. 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BELLES LETTRES. 


JOHN M. MACKIE, A. M. 


TUTOR IN GREEK. 


ARTHUR S. TRAIN, A. B. 


TUTOR IN MATHEMATICS. 


JAMES T. CHAMPLIN, A. B. 


TUTOR IN LATIN. 


HORATIO GATES BOWEN, A. M. 


LIBRARIAN. 


Mr. LEMUEL H. ELLIOTT, 
REGISTBR AND STEWARD. 
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COURSE OF STUDIES IN BROWN UNIVERSITY. 
1, REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION. 


No person shall be admitted a member of the Freshman Class, unless he 
have completed his fourteenth year, nor to advanced standing, without pro- 
portional increase of age. He must bring satisfactory evidence of unexcep- 
ticnable moral character, and be thoroughly acquainted with the Grammer of 
the Latin and Greek Languages, be able to construe and parse any portion 
of the following books, namely :—Jacob’s Greek Reader, the Historical Book’s 
of the New Testament, or three Books of Xenophon’s Cyropedia, Cesar’s 
Commentaries, Virgil, Cicero’s Select Orations, and translate English into 
Latin correctly. He must also be well acquainted with ancient and modern 
Geography, Arithmetic, English Grammar, and Algebra, as far as Quadratic 
Equations. To enter upon an advanced standing, he must, in addition, be 
thoroughly versed in all the preceding studies of the Class into which he 
proposes to be admitted. 

The Grammars used in College, are Goodriech’s Greek and Adam’s Latin 
Grammar. Candidates for admission will be subjected toa rigid examination 
in both. 

The Greek works designated in the following course are used in the place 
of the Greca Majora. 

{> The regular examinations for entrance are held on the two days next 
preceding Commencement, and at the close of the summer term. 


FRESHMAN CLASS, 
FIRST TERM. 


Plane Geometry. 
Latin Prose and Roman Antiquities, Folsom's Livy. 
Greek Prose, - - - - Xenophon. 


SECOND-TERM. 
Solid Geometry and cay, - - Young's Algebra. 


Latin Prose, - - Tacitus. 
Greek Prose, - - - - . Xenophon. 


THIRD TERM. 
Algebra, - - - Young. 


Latin Prose, - - - - : Tacitus. 
Greek Prose, - - Plato or Herodotus. 


In addition to the shove stnllia, the Poeshennn Class is carefully instruct- 
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ed in the writing of Latin and Greek, and also by Lectures in the most im- 
portant branches of Roman Antiquities. During the last two terms, they 
are required to present written translations. 


SOPHOMORE CLASS. 
FIRST TERM. 


Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, and the application of Algebra to Ge- 
ometry. 

Latin Poetry, : - - - - . Horace. 

Greek, - - - -Herodotus or Euripides. 


SECOND TERM. 


Conic Sections and Tapegeephy- 
Greek Poetry, - - : ‘ Euripides. 
Rhetoric, with Composition and Declamation. 

THIRD TERM. 


Latin Poetry, + - . Horace. 
Calculus or Greek Posty, > - Sophoeles. 
Rhetoric, with Composition and Declamation. 


JUNIOR CLASS. 


FIRST TERM. 
Natural Philosophy. Mechanics. 
Greek Poetry, . 
Logic and Rhetoric, with Composition and Declamation. 


SECOND TERM. 


Natural Philosophy. Pneumatics and Hydrostatics. 

Chemistry. rented and mmgeom. 

Latin, ‘ - - -  dJuvenal or Terence. 
THIRD TERM. 

Natural Philosophy. Optics. 

Geology and srmnengy 

Greek, : Homer's Iliad or Demosthenes. 


SENIOR CLASS. 


FIRST TERM. 
Moral Philosophy. 
Evidences of Christianity. 
Astronomy. 


Physiology. 
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SECOND TERM. 


Political Economy. 
Natural eat 


Languages, JEschines or Demosthenes. 
Butler’s Analogy. 


THIRD TERM. 


Intellectual Philosophy. 
Philosophy of Rhetoric. 
American Constitution. 


In conducting the studies of the several classes, the most approved text- 
books are used. It is not, however, the design of the Instructors to be con- 
fined strictly to any text-book, as they wish to teach rather the science, than 
the view of it given by any individual author. For this purpose, a consid- 
erable part of the teaching, in the more advanced classes, is done by Lectures, 


Courses or Lecrures are delivered on the following subjects : 
1. Roman Antiquities and Literature. 

. Grecian Antiquities and Literature. 

. The several branches of Natural philosophy. 

. Chemistry. 

. Physiology, Vegetable and Animal. 

. Political Economy. 

. Moral Philsophy, and evidences of Christianity. 
. Intellectual Philosophy. 

. Rhetoric. 

Geology. 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


oo 


_ 


GENERAL INFORMATION TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS, 


By an examination of the preceding Course of Studies, it will be perceived 
that the Faculty of this Institution propose to give instruction in the fotlow- 
ing departments of science :— 


1. The Latin Lauguage and Literature. 
2. The Greek Language and Literature. 
8. The pure Mathematics, including Geometry, Algebra, and the Differen- 
tial and integral Calculus, together with their various practical applications. 
4. Natural Philosophy, including Mechanics, Hydrostatics, Pneumatics, 
Optics and astronomy. 
5. Physical Science, including Chemistry, Mineralogy, Geology, Electric- 
ity, Magnetism, and Physiology. 
6. Rhetoric, including the theory and practice of writing, and the compo- 
sition and delivery of discourses. 
7. Intellectual and Moral Philosophy, including the study of the intellectae 
al and moral powers of man, and the evidences of Revealed Religion. 
8. The Constitution of the United States. 
9. Political Economy. 
It is required by the statutes of the University, that the above studies be 
, and the regular examinations in them sustained. by every person 
who intends to become a candidate for the degree of Bacl. |.r of Arte, 
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The Faculty are aware that the above course of studies cannot be advan- 
tageously pursued, except by persons who have attained some degree of in- 
tellectual maturity. Such, however, they think, must be the case with any 
course of discipline, intended really to lay the broad foundations of a liberal 
education, orto prepare young men for the learned professions. It might al- 
so be suggested, thatindividuals whose youth would disable them from pursuing 
the above studies with success, would do wisely todelay the commencement of 
a collegiate education to a somewhat later period. The arrangements of such 
a seminary as this, presuppose in the pupil some power of self-government, 
and some decidedly formed feelings of social and moral responsibility. Until 
the character of a young man be thus far formed, he is too young to enter a 
public institution. 


1. REGULATIONS AND DISCIPLINE. 


The Regulations of the Institution are formed with the single design of 
promoting the intellectual and moral advancement of its members. They 
are made public, and may be known by every candidate before admission. 
If, at any time, a student become dissatisfied, he is at liberty immediately to 
withdraw, with every testimonial of scholarship and character to which he 
is entitled. 

The Discipline of the Institution is intended to be strictly paternal. The 
officers desire to cultivate with their pupils habits of kind and familiar inter- 
course, and to influence them rather by an appeal to the better principles of 
the heart, than by severe or disgraceful punishment. If, however, the con- 
duct of a student render it evident that he is not susceptible of such influence, 
he is immediately, and, if possible, without disgrace, returned tu his friends, 
in the hope that under other circumstances he may yet form a character which 
will give promise of usefulness. Immoral or disorderly conduct is always 
considered a sufficient reason for directing a student to leave the Institution. 
If any student, after having completed the studies of any year, shall, upon 
examination, be found incompetent to pursue the studies of the year succeed- 
ing, he is permitted, without additional expense for tuition, to enter the class 
immediately below him, and thus enjoy a second opportunity of qualifying 
himself to proceed in the course. 

An accurate account of the delinquencies of every student, and also of 
the degree of his attainment in conduct, scholarship and attendance, is kept ; 
a copy of which account, in connection with the regular term bill, is transe 
mitted to every parent or guardian who may desire it. 

The students generally occupy rooms in the College edifices, and board in 
commons. Any student, however, at the request of his parents, is permitted 
either to board, or to board and lodge, at any suitable private house in the 
city. It is desired that students residing in the city should lodge at home, 
that they may, as much as possible, be under the guardianship of their parents. 


2. ANNUAL EXPENSES. 


The board in commons is charged at its nett expense, and varies with the 
price of provisions. Good board is furnished at from $1 to $1 12 per week, 
and that which is more expensive at from $1 50 to $161 per week.— 
Board for 39 wecks, at $1 00 to $1 12—$39 00 to 43 68 
Board for“ “ “ I50to 161 - - + $58 50 to $62 79 
College bills, including tuition, room ) 

rent,use nt $800 pr tem, or [ 63 00 6300 63 00 63 00 





penses, about $21 00 per term, or 


$63 00 per annum, 102 00 to 106 68 121 50 to 125 79 
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3. PAYMENTS. 


There are three terms of study in each year, and the expense of each is 
paid in advance. Students, unless from another College, entering the Fresh- 
man Class, pay five dollars as a fee of matriculation; Sophomore Class, 
eight dollars; Junior Class, twelve dollars, Senior Class, fifteen dollars.— 
No retrospective tuition is, however, demanded, and a candidate my enter, 
if qualified, at any period of the course, previously to the last term of the 
Senior year. 


4. COMMENCEMENT AND VACATIONS. 


Commencement is held on the first Wednesday of September. Imme- 
diately afterwards, the first Term commences, and continues till December 
10th, fourteen weeks—when it is succeeded by a vacation of three weeks. 
The second term commences January Ist, and continues till March 31st, 
thirteen weeks—when it is succeeded liy a vacation of four weeks. The 
third Term commences April 29th, and continues till July 21st, twelve 
weeks—when it is succeeded by a vacation till Commencement. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Unitep States Treasury.—The amount in the Treasury, on the 6th inst. 
was thirty-three millions, five hnndred and sixty-three thousand, six hun- 
dred and fifty-four dollars. 


Sr. Mary’s,Ga., June 3.—We have had a hail-storm surpassing any thing 
ever seen in the low country—the earth was covered near three inches deep 
with hail stones larger than musket balls—the alleys of my Cotton fields fill- 
ed—limbs from large oaks in my yard broken off—turkeys and fowls killed. 
The storm continued nearly two hours. Corn and Cotton crops lost. 


Onto Tea.—Mr. John Platt, of Marietta, Ohio, advertises in a paper of 
that place, that he has succeeded in cultivating the genuine Tea Plant of 
China. He has, he says, raised the plant for ten years past at Marietta, and 
after a series of expensive experiments has been fully successful in discover- 
ing the art of drying and manufacturing the leaves into tea of a quality quite 
equal to imported Young Hyson. He offers gratuitously to furnish fresh 
seed of last year’s growth to any gentleman desirous of pursuing the cultiva- 
tion. 


A Marr Rosser.—William S. Owry, a young man, son of Mr. Augustus 
Owry, postmaster at Abingdon, Va., is advertised, on the affidavit of his fa- 
ther, as having eloped after having committed extensive depredations on the 
mails passing through the office. The discovery of his villanies was first 
made by his father, who very casually found in a vest pocket of his son, a 
draft of the Union Bank of Tennessee, on the Girard Bank at Philadelphia, 
for $891. Two hundred dollars reward is offered for the arrest of the run- 
away.— NV. Y. Sun. 


ComsBination.—The journeyman tailors of New York, lately convicted at 
the Court of Oyer and Terminer, were sentenced by Judge Edwards on Sat- 
urday. The principal was fined $150, the second $100, and the rest $50 
each, and to stand committed until paid. 
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POETRY. 


From the A. 8S. Record. 


Mowarcu! on thy throne of power— 

Maiden! in thy silent bower— 

Sailor! o'er the bright blue sea— 

Laborer! ‘neath the forest tree— 

Painter! forms on canvas throwing, 

With more than mortal beauty glowing— 

Poet! in thy bright Ideal, 

Blending the fancied with the real, 

Till common things and faded seem 

Fresh, from the splendors of thy dream— 

Mother! with thy babe at rest, 

Softly pillowed on thy brest— 

Father ! at thy happy hearth— 

Infant! in thy careless mirth— 

Sage! enwrapt ’mid ancient lore— 

Peasant at thy cottage door— 

Saint! whose offering of prayer, 

Angels unto Heaven bear— 

All who on the land or sea 

Dwell or roam at liberty, 

Fair, and Wise, and Good, and Brave, 

Join to free the outcast Slave ! 

Join! in crusade holier far, 

Than that ’gainst mosque and scimitar— 

Join by the ties of earthly love,— 

Join by the hope of bliss above,— 

Join by the seal of Heaven, imprest 

By Gop himself in human breast,— 

Join for his sake whose pitying care, 

All castes and every color share! 

Slavery breaks the highest laws, 

Wrests justice from the poor man’s cause, 

Rends asunder friend and brother, 

Parts for ever child and mother.— 

Pleasure in the bud is blighted, 

The rising day of Hope benighted, 

All that’s high in man—effaced, 

All in woman pure—debased, 

Each trace of lineage from on high, 

Worn out and lost by Slavery / 

Oh! join, nor let the fertile soil 

Be cursed by unrequited toil, 

Nor the bright sun from his high path behold, 

Man by his brother mortal, bought and sold ! 

Immortal man, by man immortal, driven 

Far from the only hope to mortals given— 

Oh! join, and warn the Tyrant, ere too late ; 

What from offended Gop must be his fate, 

Join, ’till erect each drooping head ye see, 

Each fetter broken, all the oppressed gone free, 

‘Till Peace to all her many colored bow displays, 

And all unite to sing a common Father’s praise / 
Arya. 





